
 

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MEMORANDUM  

 
 
TITLE: CHANGES TO THE SPRING 2005 STAR 

TESTING PROGRAMS 
  

NUMBER: MEM-1351 
 

ISSUER: Esther Wong, Assistant Superintendent 
Planning, Assessment and Research 

DATE: October 25, 2004 
 

ROUTING 
     Local District Administration 
     Principals 
     AP, SCS 

STAR Coordinators 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information to schools regarding recent 
legislation and changes in the 2005 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR 
Program). 
 

MAJOR 
CHANGES: 

The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) will be 
administered only in grades 3 and 7 as part of the STAR program.  CAT/6 will be 
administered to grade 1 as part of the District testing program.  The California Standards 
Tests (CST’s) will be administered in grades 2-11.  The “Matrix of Test Variations, 
Accommodations and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide 
Assessments" is attached to this memorandum. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS: I. STAR PROGRAM REAUTHORIZED 
 

On August 16, Governor Schwarzenegger signed legislation reauthorizing the 
STAR Program through January 1, 2011.  There were several changes made to 
the STAR program and they are effective January 1, 2005: 
 
• Grade 2 testing is  authorized through January 1, 2008. 
• Grades 3 through 11 testing is authorized through January 1, 2011. 
• The CAT/6 Survey will be administered only in grades 3 and 7 beginning 

spring 2005.  (The District will require the administration of CAT/6 in 
grade 1.) 

• The legislation allows grade 11 students to request that their test results be 
released to post secondary educational institutions,   

• The legislation allows schools to prepare students for statewide tests using 
instructional materials provided by the California Department of Education 
(CDE), if the instructional materials are embedded in an instructional 
program that is intended to improve student learning.  This allows school to 
use the CST released questions in accordance with the “Guidelines on 
Academic Preparation for State Assessments.” 

• In Spring 2005, field tests will include science field tests for grades 8 and 
10 students.  The blueprints are available on the state website.  The science 
field test will be included in the CST test booklets for grades 8 and 10. 
Grade 10 students enrolled in biology, chemistry, earth science, physics, or 
one of the four integrated/coordinated science courses between the 2004 
summer session and the end of the 2004-05 school year are required to 
complete the grade 10 science field test in addition to taking an end-of-
course CST. 
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II. CHANGES TO STUDENT DEMOGRAPHIC DATA IN 2005 
 

 The following changes have been made for the 2005 state testing programs: 
 

• “Other” and “none” have been added to the programs for English learners. 
• “English learners enrolled” requires the date on which each student 

enrolled.  Include the day, month and year. 
• “R-FEP date reclassified” requires the reclassification date.  Include the 

day, month and year.  For previously reclassified students, use the first day 
of the month. 

 
III. SIS DATA 
 

Schools should begin reviewing their Student Information System (SIS) and    
Welligent data to verify that all previously enrolled and newly enrolled students 
have complete and accurate data.  Incomplete records result in data corrections 
that are costly to the District and may result in insufficient numbers for 
subgroup guidelines in the Accountability Performance Index (API) and 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  Additional information on the required SIS 
fields will follow in another memorandum. 

 
III. MATRIX OF TEST VARIATIONS, ACCOMMODATIONS, AND  

MODIFICATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATION OF CALIFORNIA 
STATEWIDE ASSESMENTS  

 
 The attachment to this memorandum contains the current list of test variations, 

accommodation, and modifications for administration of California Statewide 
Assessments.  Review this list and refer to it when writing Individual Education 
Plans (IEPs). 

 
Begin reviewing IEP and Section 504 Plans to see what accommodations and/or 
modifications students will need for the spring testing programs.  Keep a record 
of students who will need large print and Braille tests and order them. 

 
RELATED 
RESOURCES: 

The STAR website is located at www.startest.org. 
 
The website for the grade eight and ten science field tests is 
www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/blueprints.asp.  
 

ASSISTANCE: For assistance or further information, please contact the Student Testing Unit, at 
(213) 241-4104.       
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