Ways to Annotate an Expository Article 

T.A.P.S. - General literary analysis

Topic: What is the topic of the text?

Audience: To whom is the message directed?

Purpose: What is the writer’s goal?

Speaker: What can be inferred about the speaker’s attitude toward the topic or the audience?

S.O.A.P.S.Tone - Analyzing point of view

Speaker: Is there someone identified as the speaker? Can you make some assumptions about this person?

What class does the author come from? What political bias can be inferred?

What gender?

Occasion: What may have prompted the author to write this piece? What event led to its publication or development?

Audience: Does the speaker identify an audience? What assumptions can you make about the audience? Is it a mixed in terms of: race, politics, gender, social class, religion, etc.? Who was the document created for? Does the speaker use language that is specific for a unique audience? Does the speaker evoke: Nation? Liberty? God? History? Hell? Does the speaker allude to any particular time in history such as: Ancient Times? Industrial Revolution? World Wars? Vietnam?

Purpose: What is the speaker’s purpose? In what ways does the author convey this message? What seems to be the emotional state of the speaker? How is the speaker trying to spark a reaction in the audience?

What words or phrases show the speaker’s tone? How is this document supposed to make you feel?

Subject: What is the subject of the piece? How do you know this? How has the subject been selected and presented by the author?

Tone: What is the author’s attitude toward the subject? How is the writer’s attitude revealed?
A Simple Coding for the Beginning Annotator
BK   1) Mark at least five places in the text with the code BK.  In the margin next to the words that remind you of something in your background knowledge, describe the connection.

?       2) Mark at least five places in the text with a question mark.  In the margin next to the words that cause you to wonder, write the question you have. You may begin your question with the words “I wonder.”


            3) Highlight any parts in the text that cause you confusion.  Next to the highlighted areas, describe the fix-up strategy you used to get unstuck. Sometimes you need to use more than one strategy.  Some of the fix-up strategies are:

· Make a connection between the text and 

                 Your life.

                 Your knowledge of the world.

                 Something else you’ve read.

· Make a prediction.

· Stop and think about what you have already read.

· Ask yourself a question and try to answer it.

· Visualize.

· Retell what you’ve read.

· Reread.

· Adjust your reading rate: slow down or speed up

