Rereading the Text
   Tired of hearing your students say, “Why do we have to read it again?” Here is information you might find helpful when you explain that, “Yes, you need to go back and reread the passage again.”

     Rereading the text is a huge part of the “designed lessons” for grades 9, 10 and 12, but in fact it’s something all independent readers do automatically to improve comprehension. According to Kylene Beers author of When Kids Can’t Read What Teachers Can Do “Rereading is probably the # 1 strategy independent readers use when something stumps them in a text. It’s probably the last strategy dependent readers use” (112). 
     Dependent readers don’t think “rereading the same stuff again does them any good.  This is probably because they believe that skilled readers read something once effortlessly and “get it” the first time. Rereading doesn’t look any different from reading so struggling readers don’t see how many times proficient readers pause, loop back a few sentences, reread up to a point, reflect, start over completely, and then perhaps proceed slowly. We need to help these students understand that rereading is something that all good readers do and that it is an important strategy to use when they try to understand a text.
Putting the Strategy to Work
1. Prove to students that rereading is valuable. Give students a short text and ask them to reread it 3 times. ( suggested texts = 1st few verses of “The Raven”,” Legal Alien”, “ Ain’t I a Woman”, political cartoons, comic strips)

2. Ask them to rate their understanding of this text on a scale of 1-10 after each reading.

3. Discuss their rating when they are finished. If they have put forth any effort, most will see that their scores improved either between the 1st and 2nd readings or the 2nd and 3rd and after each reading. 
4. Have them reflect (individually) in their Readers/Writers Notebooks why their comprehension improved after each reading. This highlights the value of rereading and what to do while rereading. For example, if they weren’t paying attention in one section, they need to read very carefully.

5. Next, model your thinking as you reread a text. Read a short passage and think aloud what was happening in the text. Then reread it and think through it again. Let students hear how your thinking changes as you reread a text.

6. Have students brainstorm a list (whole class) when it is helpful to reread.
You may want to chart this and leave it posted. This is important because dependent readers aren’t aware of the power of rereading so, they don’t know what the rereading should accomplish.
