                                                Class Scribe

      One way to have students work on not only summarizing key points in writing but also conveying those points by using effective speaking skills is to use the idea of a class scribe as an opening activity. One student takes notes on the daily activities of the class; that is, both teacher-directed and student generated activities. The following day, she/he opens the class with a engaging summary of the previous day’s events. This allows students who were absent to “fill in the gaps” and allows the presenter practice in condensing and delivering the key points that have taken place the previous day. When the presentation is finished and all questions answered, the presenter picks the class scribe for the following day!
     Please view the link on class scribe and the handout for students on being an effective class scribe.  There are also a few rubrics for grading these presentations. 
     I have seen this practice used in a classroom over the calendar year as well as used only for a specific unit when one of Skakespeare’s plays was reviewed by the class scribe on a daily basis. Both are effective ways to use this strategy in the class and most students seem to be enthusiastic about finding creative ways to present the lessons.

     Lastly, please view the video clip of Yvonne Hutchinson’s class scribe who begins her presentation with lyrics sung to “The Beverly Hillbillies”.  I hope you’ll try out this very effective and painless way to address those difficult speaking and listening standards.
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