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Purpose

To collaboratively construct meaning, clarify, and deepen our thinking about a text
or idea. '

Roles

Facilitator (who also participates); participants

Ground Rules

1. Listen actively

2. Build on what others say by accurately paraphrasing OTHERS’ ideas.
3. Concentrate on building. clarifying and amplifying your OWN ideas.

4. Make the assumptions underlying your comments explicit to others.

5. Refer to the text; challenge yourself and others to get evidence from the
text.

6. Don’t step on others’ talk. Silences and pauses are natural and OK.

7. Let the conversation flow as much as possible without raising hands.

8. Watch your own air time.

Process

1.
2.

The facilitator reads the question to the group.
The first volunteer reads an excerpt from his/her R/W notebook that answers
the question.

. The next person accurately paraphrases the first person’s answer with one of

the following stems or something similar of his/her own design:
e [n other words......
e So, what said about behavior and pop culture is....
e [ heard say ...

. The same person who just paraphrased the first person’s excerpt now chooses

to do one of the following :
e agree with the speaker and provide an additional example
e disagree with the speaker and provide text to underscore his/her position
e give a new reason with evidence from the text

. The next person repeats the process of paraphrasing the last person and then

comes up with their own response. The process continues with other
participants paraphrasing the last person and then providing their own
responses.











