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A REPORTER AT LARGE about The Citadel, a military college in Charleston, South Carolina, and Shannon Faulkner, a woman who was recently the first female admitted to the cadet corps. Writer attends the first day of fall classes of the 1993-94 academic year. All permanent instructors, regardless of their sex (about 15% are women), wear uniforms as part of their required affiliation with a largely ceremonial outfit once known as the South Carolina Unorganized Militia. Tells about the famous cadet shirt tuck, so exacting a cadet cannot perform it without assistance. Even so, the gray cadet uniform, with the big black stripe down the side of the pants, and nametag above the left breast, is the sort more often seen on high-school band members than on fighting soldiers. Tells about the issue of Faulkner. Weighing heaviest on the cadets' minds, it turned out, was the preservation of the all-male communal bathroom. The sharing of the stall-less showers and the stall-less toilets is "at the heart of the Citadel experience" according to more than one cadet. Tells about Faulkner's legal trials to be admitted to the college, founded as an arsenal in 1822 in response to a slave revolt purportedly planned by the freed Charleston slave Denmark Vesey. Tells about various violent and homophobic acts of hazing. In recent years, enough bad news leaked out locally to become a public-relations nightmare, and the school appointed a committee of Citadel loyalists which concluded in January 1992, that the practice of physical abuse of freshmen, along with food and sleep deprivation, had gotten out of hand. Mentions that Vice-Admiral James B. Stockdale resigned less than a year into his presidency when he attempted to stymic hazing. Writer visits a nearby gay bar where it is reported that some cadets have transvestite lovers.
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