         Like most teachers, I often wondered how effective peer editing could be with a class full of seemingly immature ninth grade students. Peter Olson, a ninth grade teacher at Harbor Prep Teacher Academy, dispels any doubt you’ll have when you view the interaction among Peter’s students.  As part of their culminating task in the exposition unit, students peer edit each others first draft using Peter’s editing guide (see attachment). Before editing, however, the teacher facilitates a class discussion regarding clear expectations and accountable talk. The results are amazing.
For better viewing, enlarge the video by pulling out at the sides

with your mouse!
                                         Essay Feedback: Needs More, Needs Less
(Name) ________________________ giving feedback to (Name)________________________

I. One thing I found particularly interesting about your essay was… _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. In order to take your essay to the next level, it needs more… _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. In order to take your essay to the next level, it needs less… _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                   Checklist of essay elements:

1) Does the essay have an effective introduction that grabs the reader’s attention and gives important background information about the event?

Yes!


No!


Needs work!

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

2) Does the essay effectively explore three different people’s perspectives about the event using direct quotations and paraphrasing based on in-depth interviews?

Yes!


No!


Needs work!

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

3) Does the essay include relevant information based on properly cited research? 

Yes!


No!


Needs work!

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

4) Does the essay use clear, precise, vivid language that is easy to understand and brings the event to life? 
Yes!


No!


Needs work!

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

5) Does the essay have a strong conclusion that includes the writer’s reflection on what they have learned about the significance of the event? 
Yes!


No!


Needs work!

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

6) Is the essay typed in MLA format?

Yes!


No!


Needs work!

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

