                                      Making Vocabulary Instruction Meaningful
· Define and use words in multiple contexts.

· Select words from the readings and other experiences that are relevant to the students.

· Teach words with examples and definitions that match the students’ prior knowledge.

· Effective instruction occurs during pre-reading (teaching key words that are essential to the meaning), during (teach words that trouble students as they are reading), and post (clarify word meanings; extend students’ understanding of words; provide opportunities for students to apply and use new words).

                               Methods of Vocabulary Learning

· When choosing words to target for instruction, choose those that

· Are critical to comprehending the text.

· Define key concepts

· Have application beyond the text.

There are two main methods of vocabulary learning. 

Direct: Explicit vocabulary instruction is provided through contextual and definitional strategies.

· -Contextual: using context (words around the new vocabulary term) to figure out the word’s meaning
· -Definitional: defining the word using a resource such as a dictionary, glossary, marginal glossary, or prior knowledge.

Indirect: Incidental vocabulary learning gained from teacher read alouds, wide reading by students, and teacher use of new words in lectures and discussions.

The following examples are provided by Lynn Walton, who teaches AP/12th Grade ERWC classes at Crenshaw High School in Local District 3. One example is a word sort.  She uses it both a pre- or post –reading strategy. It focuses on classifying words based on meanings. Another strategy is an exercise on how to distinguish the various types of context clues, a practice exercise on identifying them, and a template to use for various texts. Lynn has also had great success on teaching common Latin and Greek prefixes, suffixes, and root words to her students. Students record the words in their readers/writers notebooks and are quizzed weekly on them. 

Adapted from Effective Vocabulary Instruction, Northern Illinois University.
