TEXT CODING – An Annotation Strategy for Your Students
Why Do It?

Proficient readers often have ways of marking or coding text they want to remember. Maybe they use a yellow highlighter, underline or box words, or put marks in the margins to flag questions or exclamations as they read. In school, however, students are often discouraged from making any marks in their books. In fact, the more challenging the material (like science or history textbooks), the less likely that kids will b e allowed to use this effective tool for enhancing comprehension. However, Post-its may be the solution teachers need for students to annotate their texts.
Whether books or other materials can be marked up or not, it’s important for students to have a useful set of response codes. When addressing such tough text, students need to attack the page, penetrate the surface, and dig out the meaning with very active strategies. 

Teaching the Lesson

1. Hand out a copy of the annotation system and review all the codes with students. Invite them to address ones if they have ideas for symbols to represent other kinds of important responses.

2. Next, do a teacher demonstration, marking up a short story or article you have put on an overhead transparency. Vocalize your thinking process as you model marking the text.

3. Hand out a different short text and invite the students to try out the marking system for themselves.

4. Observe how students are putting the codes to work and helping if asked for clarifications. You’ll probably notice that some students will place icons very sparingly and others will scatter them every few lines. It’s really not a problem.

5. After a few minutes, call time and have students work in small groups to discuss those parts of the text that they marked. You want to make sure the response-harvesting tool that you just taught is actually feeding strong, self-sustaining conversations.

Text-Marking Code

·     Confirms what you thought
       X       Contradicts what you thought

       ?        Raises a question

       ??      Confuses you

                  Seems important

        !        Is new or interesting

       

        If a word gets repeated, seems important or is   

                                      unknown – Box it






