More Strategies to Achieve Deeper Comprehension
(or more ways  to make core literature (or textbooks) relevant to students)

Multi-Layer Timelines

     When students are reading a difficult work for the first time, especially a novel or play that has an intricate plot or many characters, it can be helpful for them to develop a timeline of events.
1) Simply ask students to tell what happened in the story(include main characters and events)

2) Revisit the text and add layers to the original timeline. The next layer might be questions arising from their initial reading and a third layer

might be used to make predictions supported by events in the play/novel.

	                                                            Time Line for Hamlet, Act 1, Scene 1
                                                                              What Happened?

	Francisco and Bernardo                   The ghost of King Hamlet                 We learn that King Hamlet           The ghost reenters and        Horatio, shaken by the
are standing watch at the                 appears and leaves without               had killed Fortinbras in                 exits again without               ghost’s appearance, is
castle. Horatio and Marcellus         speaking. Horatio has a bad              battle and that young                     speaking.                                off to tell Prince Hamlet
come to relieve them.                        feeling about the ghost’s visit.           Fortinbras has sworn revenge.                                                       what he saw.




3) Other possibilities might include A what/why time line (the first layer chronicles what happened; the second layer explains why it happened) or a character time line where the student charts a) what a character does, b) why a character behaved that way, c) what the character feels about the chain of events.                Examples
	                                                                  Time Line With Questions

	Francisco and Bernardo                   The ghost of King Hamlet                 We learn that King Hamlet           The ghost reenters and        Horatio, shaken by the
are standing watch at the                 appears and leaves without               had killed Fortinbras in                 exits again without               ghost’s appearance, is
castle. Horatio and Marcellus         speaking. Horatio has a bad              battle and that young                     speaking.                                off to tell Prince Hamlet
come to relieve them.                        feeling about the ghost’s visit.           Fortinbras has sworn revenge.                                                      what he saw.


                                                                              Questions   That     Arise    

They must be expecting                    Is the ghost trying to warn                Is young Fortinbras                        Why does he reappear?        How will Prince Hamlet
an attack. Why else would                them? Why does he leave                  planning an attack?                        What is the purpose of         take this news? Will
they stand watch?                               without speaking?                              Is that why the King’s                     his visit?                                 The ghost reappear?
                                                                                                                               ghost is visiting?



	                                                       Time Line With Questions and Predictions

                                                                          What Happened?

	Francisco and Bernardo                   The ghost of King Hamlet                 We learn that King Hamlet           The ghost reenters and        Horatio, shaken by the
are standing watch at the                 appears and leaves without               had killed Fortinbras in                 exits again without               ghost’s appearance, is
castle. Horatio and Marcellus         speaking. Horatio has a bad              battle and that young                     speaking.                                off to tell Prince Hamlet
come to relieve them.                        feeling about the ghost’s visit.           Fortinbras has sworn revenge.                                                      what he saw.


                                                                              Questions   That     Arise    

They must be expecting                    Is the ghost trying to warn                Is young Fortinbras                        Why does he reappear?        How will Prince Hamlet
an attack. Why else would                them? Why does he leave                  planning an attack?                        What is the purpose of         take this news? Will
they stand watch?                               without speaking?                              Is that why the King’s                     his visit?                                 The ghost reappear?
                                                                                                                               ghost is visiting?


Predictions/Passage Cited for Evidence  

An attack will happen soon.             Something bad is about                      Young  Fortinbras                         The ghost will return             The ghost will speak
A sense of doom pervades (“’Tis     to happen (“This bodes                       will try to  “recover us,                  during the night (“ The         to Prince Hamlet ( “This

bitter cold and I am sick of              some strange eruption                        by strong hand, and                       nights are wholesome…        spirit, dumb to us, will

Heart”).                                                To our state”).                                       terms compulsative.”                    and so gracious is the            speak to him”).

                                                                                                                                                                                           time”).



Flip Side Chart
According to some, everything is a problem. For example, is you win the lottery, you pay higher taxes and become the best friend to a lost list of relatives looking for gifts. Every positive has a negative. Everything has a flip side. Though this may be a rather negative way to look at the world, it can help students become critical readers, especially when they read nonfiction. Many students read a face value only. Teaching them to consider the flip side of what they read allows them to sharpen their ability to dig under the surface of the text.  Here is an example of a morning’s newspaper all with a flip side 

to their stories:

	The Story
	The Flip Side

	The president declares that the major fighting in

    Iraq is over and the Iraqis have been liberated.

Mortgage rates for home buyers are at a thirty-

    year-low.

You can buy a new camcorder with no payments 

    and no interest for one year.

The Mighty Ducks hockey team made it to the 

     Stanley Cup finals for the first time in franchise 

     history.

The U.S.Congress passes the Patriot Act, enabling 

     law enforcement to more effectively fight 

     terrorism.


	American soldiers continue to be ambushed. Anarchy
     reigns in the cities.

Housing prices are at an all-time high.

An interest rate of 19.6 percent is calculated from the beginning

     of the loan if you do not pay in full within the first twelve

     months.

They lost the series in seven games to the New Jersey Devils.

Some innocent people are held indefinitely against their will.
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