 Vocabulary Strategy #2
From Inside Words by Janet Allan

                                        Word Walls

What Is It?
A word wall is a displayed collection of words that support on going teaching and learning in the classroom. Usually there are two different types of word walls used in the classroom:

· A high utility word wall are words used often in an individual classroom. 

· A topical word wall are words related to a theme, text, or unit of instruction. Usually, these words are temporarily displayed and replaced with others at the completion of the instructional unit.
How Do They Work? 

Word walls work to support reading, writing, and talking in your classroom.  

· If a high-utility word wall is used, you add words as they are encountered in the course of shared reading.  These words should be ones you would want students to use in their writing and conversation all year.
· If a topical word wall is used, the wall will contain words that support your current concept/thematic study or unit of instruction.

In both types of word walls, the words should be ones you would want students to use in their writing and conversation.
When and Why Would I Use a Word Wall? 

Word walls make an immediate and significant difference in students’ academic writing. You will want your word wall to be a living part of the class with new words being added each day as they are encountered and taught. Students would then have access to them during their academic writing and it would be a support for writing inside and outside of class. Teachers often use the word wall as an opening activity reviewing a few of the words daily.

In the example below, students record those frequently used words they have discovered when reading Shakespeare. This is a Portable Word Wall recorded in a student’s notebook.

For an electronic copy of this handout and/or a chance to view a video clip of Narbonne’s students reviewing words from their “topical word wall” go to:   
                            http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/District_8/options.htm
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A-B <D E-F
fortnight—two
weeks

G-H - K-L

go to-stop—that’s let’s away—Ilet's go
enough

M-N O-P QR
rest you merry—
good-bye/stay happy
rapier—sword

S-T u-v WXYZ

soft—wait a minute
sirrah—term used to
address servants
stinted—cried

visor—mask

what—where are
you?





