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Vocabulary #5
Survival of the Fittest
Why Use Survival of the Fittest?

In Survival of the Fittest, students are asked to determine which word couldn’t survive with the others in a given list. This strategy could be used as a review of content vocabulary related to the topic you are currently covering in your classes. Three strands of research connect this strategy to effective vocabulary instruction, specifically that students need multiple exposures to the word; exposures should be in varied contexts; and instruction should establish connections among instructed items.
How Does Survival of the Fittest Work?

This strategy works with the specific words you have selected for the unit currently covered in your classes. 

1) Students are given clusters of four or five words and asked to determine which word would not survive or doesn’t fit with the others.

2) Students eliminate that word and create a label that would be appropriate for the remaining words. The label should describe what makes the remaining words fit together.
3) An additional task could include asking students to generate a new word that would take the place of the eliminated word so that it would fit with the remaining words.

When and Why Would I Use This Strategy?

This is an especially good activity for students to review technical vocabulary related to a unit of study. Students would have had multiple exposures to the words and to other students’ knowledge of the words prior to an assessment. This activity can also be used as a review prior to an evaluation of content knowledge.

      Examples of Survival of the Fittest word clusters:

1 _____________

2____________

     Salmonella



dictator

     E. coli




despot

     Legionella




president

     Shigella




autocrat

     Measles




tyrant

    Additional example using the template on next page
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Read and discuss the words in each of the clusters of words. Determine which word does not fit <
with the other words in each cluster. Eliminate that word and then create a label that would [9)
14

include the words that are left in the cluster of words. For a challenge, generate a new word that %

would replace the eliminated word and fit with the remaining words in the cluster.

I

Legionella

chicken pox

salmonella

E. coli

shigella
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