Teaching Vocabulary is More Than Having Students Memorize Lists of Words
Does it seem that those difficult but key vocabulary words are getting in the way of your students’ comprehension? One of my responsibilities as a literacy coach is to keep abreast of current research and innovative scaffolding strategies that might be helpful for teachers to use with their students. A recent book I’d recommend to all content area teachers is Inside Words by Janet Allen. Ms. Allen is a former teacher and researcher recognized for her comprehensive work in reading education. According to Ms. Allen, “Students seldom bring background knowledge that will help them successfully negotiate their content reading.” She goes on to mention that, “research and theory strongly suggest that teaching vocabulary is synonymous with teaching background knowledge…and the issue is not whether we should have vocabulary instruction, but how to make that vocabulary instruction have meaning beyond assigned word lists.”
I hope you’ll find this selection of strategies useful in teaching the academic vocabulary that’s so important for your content area classes.  These strategies are also posted on my web page at  

 http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/District_8/options.htm






               Tina Burian

                                                                                          Litercy Coach
                                                                                          Narbonne High School

                                           Concept Circles

What Is It?
Concept circles are circles with words placed in sections of the circle. Usually, the basic structure is the same: a circle with 4 sections; each section contains a word or phrase.

How Do They Work?
At its most basic level, a concept circle gives students an opportunity to categorize words and justify the connection between an among the words.  Each section contains a word or phrase you would like your students to think, talk, and/or write about. You might have your students:

· Write about the connection they see between works and phrases

· Put words in 3 of the sections. Students would add a word to the 4th section and write about why they chose that word and how the words in the circle form a concept.

· Ask students to choose 4 vocabulary words from their student of a topic/text and use 4 works to write about what they have learned about the topic. This might be teacher or student generated lists of words.

When and Why Use This Strategy?

· You would use this instructional tool when you would like students to participate in conceptual thinking about content vocabulary. It

· Helps focus students’ discussions

· Reviews word meaning and word families

· Provides support for students’ writing

· Most often it’s used as an assessment tool (focused summary of what they’ve learned in the unit.
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Describe the meaning and relationships between and among the words

in the sections of the concept circles.
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Explain the concepts and connections.
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Exarmple 1

assessment. The second example has been given to students after they
completed reading Act I of Romeo and Juliet. Example three is a post-
reading assessment of students’ comprehension after reading a book in
the History of US series (Hakim 1999). In all cases, the teacher is using

Concept Circles to assess content knowledge.
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Describe the meaning and relationships between and among the words

in the sections of the concept circles.
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CiRCULOS CONCEPTUALES

Observa los articulos en el circulo conceptual. Escribe acerca de tu comprension de
resaltando las conexiones entre cada uno de los articulos, uno con otro y el total, en el circulo

conceptual. ;Qué importancia tiene cada uno y como se adecuan entre si los articulos?
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