GRADE 3 Narrative Writing Assessment Prompt                                                                                             
Summer 2004

Situation: You are asked to write a story for a children’s magazine.

Audience: Readers of the children’s magazine.
Directions: Think about the stories you have read during this unit.. You have been asked to write a story about a character that is helping a friend solve a problem in a creative way. Describe the character(s) in your story. Be sure to use details that tell what they look like, where they live OR what they can do.   Plan and organize your ideas. Be sure to make the problem and solution clear in your story. Remember to support your writing with details . 

	Quality Levels
	2.0 Applications (Genre)

Grade 3 Standard 2.1
	1.0 Writing Strategies (Traits)

Grade 3 Standard 1.1
	1.0 WOEL (Conventions)

Grade 3 Standards 1.1-1.8

	4

Advanced
	· Narrative fully develops the plot and elaborates how the character helps a friend creatively solve a problem
· Provides and describes a vivid setting that helps the reader clearly visualize where the story takes place
· Uses well-chosen, specific sensory details to enhance the experience and describe the character(s) 
	· Creates a well-developed central idea, plot, or story line.
· Writes interesting, clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs
· Provides rich supporting details that fully develop the situation

	· Contains few, if any, errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure).

· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

	3

Proficient
	· Narrative develops the plot and explains how the character helps a friend creatively solve a problem (2.1 b)

· Provides and describes a setting (2.1 a)

· Uses well-chosen details to describe the experience and the character(s) (2.1 b)
	· Creates a clear central idea, plot, or story line (1.1)
· Writes clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs (1.1)
· Provides supporting details that develop the situation (1.1 b)

	· Contains some errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure).
· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

	2

Partially Proficient
	· Narrative partially develops the plot and may not address how the character helps a friend solve a problem

· The setting is vague and may not be described

· Uses some details to describe the experience and character(s)
	· Central idea, plot, or story line is vague

· Writing may be unclear and coherent sentences weak

· Few details that develop the situation are evident
	· Contains several errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling and sentence structure).
· Errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

	1

Not Proficient
	· Narrative has little or no development of the plot and does not define the problem and solution

· The setting is not mentioned or described

· Little or no details are used to describe the experience and character(s)
	· Central idea, plot or story line is not evident

· Writing is unclear and sentences lack coherence

· Details that develop the situation are absent
	· Contains numerous errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling and sentence structure).
· Errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.



