GRADE 4 Unit 3 Expository [Article] Writing Assessment Prompt                                                                        Summer 2004

Situation:  You have been asked to write a magazine article to explain how Pilgrim homes were constructed.

Audience: Readers of the magazine
Directions: Think about the stories you’ve read in the Trail of Freedom unit and what you have learned about the homes of the Pilgrims.  Write a multiple-paragraph article that describes how Pilgrim homes were similar to modern homes AND how they were different.  Include an introductory paragraph that explains how and why the Pilgrims came to North America. Add supporting paragraphs with main ideas and details that clearly describe and compare features of both Pilgrim homes and modern homes.  Conclude with a summary paragraph.  Remember to compare Pilgrim homes to modern homes, using clear and focused ideas
	Quality Levels
	2.0 Applications (Genre)

Grade 4 Standard 2.3 
	1.0 Writing Strategies (Traits)

Grade 4 Standards 1.1, & 1.2
	1.0 WOEL (Conventions)

Grade 4 Standards 1.1-1.7

	4

Advanced
	· Article clearly frames the central idea: Pilgrim homes were like modern homes and different.

· Numerous supporting details and facts clearly explain and describe both Pilgrim homes and modern homes.
	· Writes a well-developed, multiple-paragraph article that includes an introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and a concluding summary paragraph
· Writing is exceptionally clear and focused containing a strong central idea supported by well defined topic sentences
· Provides significant and relevant facts, details, and explanations to support the topic sentences
· Writing has clear point of view appropriate to the audience and purpose
	· Contains few, if any, errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure)

· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing

	3

Proficient
	· Article frames the central idea:  Pilgrim homes were like modern homes and different. (2.3 a)

· Supporting details and facts explain and describe both Pilgrim homes and modern homes (2.3 b)
	· Writes a multiple-paragraph article that includes an introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and a concluding summary paragraph (1.2 a, d)

· Writing is clear and focused containing a central idea supported by topic sentences (1.1 & 1.2 b)

· Provides facts, details and explanations that support the topic sentences (1.2 c)

· Writing has a point of view appropriate to the audience and purpose (1.1)
	· Contains some errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure)
· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing

	2

Partially Proficient
	· Focus on comparison of  Pilgrim homes to modern homes is unclear
· Some details and facts explain and describe Pilgrim and modern homes.

	· Writes a multiple-paragraph article but may not have all the introductory, supporting, or concluding paragraphs

· Writing lacks focus, and the central idea may not be supported by topic sentences 

· Provides some facts, details, and/or explanations to support the topic sentences

· Writing may not have a point of view and may not address the audience and purpose
	· Contains several errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling and sentence structure)
· Errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing

	1

Not Proficient
	· The central ideas are minimal or not mentioned
· Few or no details and facts explain or describe Pilgrim or modern homes
	· Writes a multiple-paragraph or single paragraph article which may just list ideas or details
· Writing is vague with no central idea
· Few or no facts or details or explanations
· Writing does not address purpose or audience

	· Contains numerous errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling and sentence structure)
· Errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing



