GRADE 5 Narrative Writing Assessment Prompt                                                                                                   Summer 2004

Situation:   Your class is creating a book of stories about Journeys and Quests to be placed in the school library.

Audience:  Children at your school.

Directions: Think about the stories you have read in which characters have gone on a journey or a quest. Now think about a journey or quest that your or a friend or family member have had that would make an interesting story.  Plan and organize your ideas, then write a story that describes the journey or quest.  Include details and descriptions about the setting, the character(s), AND the plot.  Describe the thoughts, feelings and actions of the character(s) in your story.  Make sure to give your story a clear ending.  Remember, this is a story about a journey or quest.
	Quality Levels
	2.0 Applications (Genre)

Grade 5 Standard 2.1 
	1.0 Writing Strategies (Traits)

Grade 5 Standard 1.1
	1.0 WOEL (Conventions)

Grade 5 Standards 1.1-1.5

	4

Advanced
	· Writes a story that fully develops and elaborates on plot, character and setting which describes and illustrates a journey or quest.

· Uses words and sentences that purposely describe and illustrate the events of the journey/quest so that the reader can clearly visualize the adventure.
	· Writes a multiple-paragraph story that establishes a well developed plot
· Supporting paragraphs include carefully selected details and sensory descriptions that provide the reader a clear understanding of the adventure
· Setting is vividly described
· The story has a reflective ending
	· Contains few, if any, errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure)
· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing

	3

Proficient
	· Writes a story that establishes a plot, character and setting, which describes and illustrates a journey or quest. (2.1 a)

· Uses words and sentences that describe rather than tell the events of the story so that the reader can visualize the adventure (2.1 b)


	· Writes a multiple-paragraph story that establishes and develops a plot (1.1 a)

· Supporting paragraphs include details and descriptions about a journey or quest 
· Setting is clearly described (1.1 b)

· The story has a clear ending (1.1 c)


	· Contains some errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure)
· Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing

	2

Partially Proficient
	· Writes a story that has a vague plot, characters or setting and may not be focused on the events of a journey or quest
· Tells the events of the journey/quest but may not use words or sentences that describe the adventure

	· Writes multiple-paragraph story that has limited development of the plot

· Supporting paragraphs lack detail and description about the adventure

· Setting is vaguely described

· The story may not have a clear ending
	· Contains several errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling and sentence structure)
· Errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing

	1

Not Proficient
	· Writes a story that may not develop the plot, characters or setting and does not clearly describe a journey or quest
· Events of the story are listed and not written in a way that feels like a story is being told about a journey or quest.

	· Writes a limited story that lacks development (or may merely list ideas)
· Few or no supporting paragraphs with little or no detail and description about the adventure
· Setting may or may not be indicated
· The story may end abruptly 
	· Contains numerous errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling and sentence structure)
· Errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing



