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PURPOSE: 
 

 
The purpose of this Reference Guide is to describe the requirements and procedures for 
implementing the Public School Choice (PSC) program in 2008-2009. 
 
The District is required to offer all students enrolled in a Program Improvement (PI) 
school the option to transfer to a Non-PI school through the PSC program.  District-
paid transportation is provided to the Non-PI school.  Priority is given to the lowest 
achieving, low income students if the demand for Choice exceeds funding. 
 
As required by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), the California 
Department of Education (CDE) annually identifies Title I schools in need of academic 
improvement, known as Program Improvement schools.  A Title I school is identified 
as a PI school if it does not meet adequate yearly progress (AYP) for two consecutive 
years, based on annual academic testing.  

 
In addition, CDE also designates Title I schools at-risk of being identified for PI.  If the 
school does not meet AYP targets based on academic testing in Spring 2009, the school 
will be identified PI in August 2009.  The School At-Risk for PI is required to offer 
parents the option to transfer to a Non-PI school.  
 
Should the School At-Risk for PI not be identified as PI, by law the child will not be 
eligible for a PSC transfer to a Non-PI school.  
 

MAJOR 
CHANGES: 

None 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please use the following timeline and attachments to answer questions about the Public 
School Choice program and share Attachments A and C with parent/community 
groups. 
 
TIMELINE FOR DISTRICT’S IMPLEMENTATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE
 
April 2008    Set-aside 20% of the Title I entitlement for PSC and 
    Supplemental Educational Services (SES) for  
    implementation. 
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August 2008   Identify PI schools for 2008-2009. 
 
    Identify Non-PI schools for transfer.  
 
    Identify 2008-2009 Schools At-Risk for PI. 
 
    Prepare descriptions of academic achievement of  
    Non-PI schools. 
 
    Parents receive from the school notification of PI status 
    and availability of PSC with district-paid transportation 
    before the first day of school.  
 
September/October 2008  Collect data based on Norm Day enrollment.  Establish 
    lists of eligible and participating PSC students.  
 
    Schedule presentations by PSC Coordinator to Local 
    Districts CEAC/ELAC to review CHOICES application 
    process and PSC Questions and Answers Brochure  
    (Attachment A). 
 
November 2008  Send CHOICES Brochure (Attachment B) via US Mail 
    to all parents.  ECHOICES, an on-line tutorial for  
    parents, is available on website:  echoices.lausd.net.  
    Parents can access information on the three parental 
    choice programs.  The brochure contains the list of  
    identified Program Improvement Years 1-5 schools.  
    Parents of students enrolled in the identified PI schools 
    have the right to participate in the PSC program or  
    choose from the other District traveling programs. 
 
    Host CHOICES Informational Faire at UCLA, 
    Ackerman Union (Attachment C). 
 
December 2008  Calculate demand and cost of transportation for all  
    eligible PSC students.  Re-allocate unencumbered funds 
    for allowable activities.       
 
December/January 2009 Televise information about CHOICES Brochure on  
    KLCS (Channel 58). 
 
January 2009   Parents submit CHOICES Brochure (PSC applications) 
    to Federal and State Education Programs Branch.  
 
    Collect and report data about student eligibility and use 
    of transfer option. 
 
February 2009   Process CHOICES brochure applications and send PSC 
    Confirmation Letter (Attachment D) verifying parent’s 
    desire to participate in the program.   
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Feb/March 2009  Secure PSC seats at individual meetings with principals 
    in Non-PI schools.  Priority is given to the lowest  
    achieving, low income students. 
 
April 2009   Set-aside 20% of the Title I entitlement for PSC and 
    SES for the 2009-2010 school year implementation.  
 
April/May 2009   Send Public School Choice Application - Selection Letter 
    (Attachment E) with academic data (Attachment E pg. 2) 
    of the Non-PI school to parents of eligible students;  
    parents are requested to identify school of choice.  
 
May 2009   Send School of Choice Confirmation Letter   
    (Attachment F) to parents verifying choice of school.  
 
    Present PSC information at May 2, 2009 LAUSD    
    Parent Summit, Los Angeles Convention Center. 
 
June/July/Aug 2009  Send Authorization of Transportation Letter  
    (Attachment G) identifying the bus route and pick-up 
    location and time.  
 
July/Aug/Sept 2009  Implement PSC program beginning the first day of  
    school. 
 

RELATED 
RESOURCES: 
 
 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 – Title I Part A, Section 1116 
 
MEM-1141.2, Space Available Basis Transportation, August 2, 2006 
 
REF-1067.1, Court Ordered Integration and Federal Mandated Traveling  Students 
Programs 2006-07, August 1, 2006 
 
Specially Funded Programs website:  
http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/instruct/sfp/ 
 

ASSISTANCE: For assistance and information, contact Debbie Ernst or Carolyn Williams-Marshall at 
(213) 241-6990. 
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