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SUBJECT:
GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCTING RANDOM METAL DETECTOR SEARCHES
The Los Angeles Unified School District mandates that all Secondary Schools conduct random metal detector searches of students.  To the extent possible, such searches should be conducted on a daily basis.  Please be advised that the following practices must be adhered to in conducting random metal detector searches in your school.

1. Random Searches v. Reasonable Suspicion Searches.  Administrators and administrative designees are fully authorized to conduct searches based on reasonable suspicion as well as random searches without individualized suspicion. 

a.
Reasonable suspicion searches may occur where there is reasonable suspicion that a particular law or school policy has been violated.  Circumstances giving rise to reasonable suspicion exist, for example, where a wand-style metal detector activates during the course of a random search, or where administrators receive a reliable tip that a particular student is in possession of a gun.  These, of course, are only two of many possible scenarios giving rise to reasonable suspicion, and are not meant to be exclusive or exhaustive.

b.
Random searches are searches conducted without reasonable suspicion, and must be “truly random.”  Specifically, in advance of selecting particular students for a search, a pattern indicating which students are to be searched must be established. Search team officials must not deviate from the established pattern at any time during the course of the search.  For example, the established pattern could be to select every fifth student in a given class alphabetically, starting with the second name in the rollbook.

2. Guidelines for Conducting Random Metal Detector Searches.  The following guidelines should be strictly followed when conducting random metal detector searches in your school.

a.
All random metal detector searches must be conducted by a search team official of the same gender as the student being searched.  

b.
Search team officials carrying out a search should make a good faith effort to minimize intrusiveness and disruption to the class to the extent reasonably possible.    

c.
School administrators may not conduct, or allow to be conducted, random wand-style metal detector searches of students’ persons, bags, backpacks, or purses in the classroom while class is in session.  Once students are selected for a search, they should be asked to bring their bags, backpacks, or purses with them to the location where the search will be conducted.

d.
School administrators may conduct or authorize pat-down searches of students when: 1) the student gives consent or 2) reasonable suspicion exists.  Administrators may not conduct, or allow to be conducted, pat-down searches to which students do not consent, without reasonable suspicion.  “Pat-down searches” are defined as searches in which school officials or their agents place their hands directly upon the persons or clothing of students.

e.
School administrators may conduct, or allow to be conducted, searches of students’ bags, backpacks, or purses only when: 1) the student gives consent or 2) reasonable suspicion exists.  Administrators may not conduct, or allow to be conducted, searches of the contents of students’ bags, backpacks, or purses to which students do not consent, without reasonable suspicion.  “Searches of the contents of students’ bags, backpacks, or purses” includes searches in which school administrators or their agents open up bags, backpacks, or purses and visually or manually inspect their contents, but does not include searches in which a wand-style metal detector is used upon the outside of such bags, backpacks, or purses.  Students may be asked to empty their bags, backpacks, or purses, or pockets of metallic objects prior to any wand-style metal detector search, and objects removed may be subject to visual inspection.

f.
School administrators at each school must send a notice to the parents and guardians of all enrolled students advising parents and guardians of the existence and general terms of the District’s random weapons search policy.

g.
School administrators must maintain documents containing the following information regarding all random metal detector searches conducted at each school:  (1) dates, times, and locations of searches conducted; (2) classes where searches are conducted, and the basis on which classes were selected; (3) the basis for selecting students within those classes who are searched, and the number of students searched; (4) identification of the individuals actually conducting the searches; (5) items found and/or confiscated as a result of searches conducted; and 


(6) whether students were disciplined as a result of searches conducted, why they were disciplined, and how they have been disciplined.

Your cooperation with the above guidelines will ensure that all Secondary Schools are in full compliance with our random metal detector search policy.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact your Local District Operations Coordinator or Willie Crittendon, Administrator, School Operations and Safety, at (213) 241-6040.
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