LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Office of School Operations

SAFETY GUIDELINES – GOING TO AND FROM SCHOOL

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department advises that youngsters must be prepared for safe travel to and from school—the most dangerous part of the educational day.  Because a significant number of pedestrian fatalities are school-age children, it is critical that children understand the dangers of street travel and know how to avoid needless tragedies.

There are a number of precautions that should be taken to ensure safe and happy trips to and from school.  Although some of these may seem very basic, they are vital and bear repeating:

· Cross in designated crosswalks, preferably those controlled by crossing guards. 

· When a crosswalk is not available, cross at the corner and never from between 


parked cars, as drivers will not see you until it is too late.

· Never cross a street without looking both ways.  Look left, then right, and left 


again, before entering a roadway.

· If no sidewalks are available, walk on the left side of the street facing traffic and 

as far off the roadway as possible.

· Avoid walking alone and never take a ride or walk with a stranger.  If a stranger approaches or attempts to get you into a vehicle, scream and run for help.

· Parents and children should have a code word for anyone who might pick a child 

up from school.  If the person does not know the code word, the child should 

refuse the ride and notify authorities.

· If practical, children should wear bright clothing so they can be seen more readily.  

If children are going to be walking in darkness, they should wear clothing with reflectorized material.

· Make sure your children know their full names, address, and telephone number in 

case of an emergency.

The above guidelines are intended to assist parents in teaching their children the importance of road safety and in no way should parents be limited by them.  It is our hope that this information will help to protect children from harm.  
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