
Measure Q for Schools on
November Ballot

Schools like Ninth Street Elementary are examples of the need that exists at LAUSD’s older campuses.
This school is entirely bungalows, with no multi-purpose room. The first day of school, a parent

meeting was held under the lunch shelter.
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Each school year
brings new

opportunities to
have a positive
impact on the
academic
achievement of
thousands of

students in the Los Angeles Unified
School District.

This year is no exception. Recent scores released by
the California Department of Education show our ele-
mentary, middle and high schools are making good
progress and demonstrate impressive gains in improv-
ing academic performance. I offer my sincere congratu-
lations to our students, teachers, administrators, sup-
port staff and parents for their hard work and success.

But the hard work must continue. We’ve opened

Message from

David L. Brewer III
Superintendent of Schools
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Please See MEASURE Q, page 4

LAUSD’s API
Scores Soar
21 Points

On the same November day that
Los Angeles citizens will be

casting ballots for the next U.S.
president, they will also vote on
Measure Q, the Safe, Healthy
Neighborhood Schools Bond.
Measure Q, a $7 billion bond
proposal on the November 4th
ballot, was approved unanimously
by the Los Angeles Board of
Education.

Since 2002, the District’s New School
Construction Program has completed 74 new schools
and 69 school additions. The Program’s goals are to
help relieve overcrowding and provide every student
with the opportunity to attend a neighborhood school
operating on a traditional two-semester calendar, elimi-
nating the need for involuntary busing and the use of a
multi-track calendar. School officials contend that
Measure Q is necessary to repair and upgrade school

buildings and state that it will provide the ability to
transform this school district through smart, forward-
looking planning.

Measure Q focuses on repairing and modernizing
the District’s nearly 900 aging and deteriorating
schools that are on average 45 years old. Specifically
it will:

• Upgrade earthquake and fire safety
• Build science labs / specialized classrooms neces-
sary to teach the courses students need to get into
college or start careers

• Upgrade special education centers and early child-
hood education centers

• Create smaller schools for better and more person-
alized learning

• Remove asbestos and lead paint hazards

13th Annual LAUSD Parent Summit
Saturday, May 2, 2009

Los Angeles Convention Center

Planned by parents for parents

• Parent education classes •

• Dialogue with district leaders •

• Previews of new academic programs •

• Student entertainment •

All LAUSD parents and guardians are invited.

Breakfast, lunch, and parking are free.

Translation will be provided.

Childcare is not available.

For more information:

Parent Community Services: 213-217-5272.

SAVE the DATE!



With 694,000 LAUSD students
back in school, the impact of

California’s budget crisis becomes
clearer in our district schools. The
Governor and Sacramento
legislators could not agree on a
state budget in the face of a $15
billion shortfall. As a result, Los
Angeles Unified School District had
to make cuts to its budget totaling
$350 million – just for the 2008-
2009 school year. “We face the
challenge of slashing a total of $1
billion over the next three years if
the state cannot find a solution,”
said Megan Reilly, Chief Financial
Officer for LAUSD.

The Los Angeles Board of Education reluctantly
approved a tentative plan for the current year. Board
President Monica Garcia called it “a budget of necessi-
ty passed in the midst of one of the worst financial
crises in our history. It protects the quality of instruc-
tion, preserves school safety, and makes deep cuts to
the Central Office in order to prioritize direct services
to children.” What follows are examples of the effects
of this budget crisis.
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http://sfpc.lausd.k12.ca.us/pcsb/
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Message from:
Rita Caldera, Assistant Superintendent
Specially Funded Programs/Parent Community Services

Chris Downing, Administrator, Parent Community Services

The current reorganization efforts
have provided an opportunity for
the Parent Community Services
Branch to support a broader vision
for parental involvement and imple-
ment systemic efforts to improve
the District’s practice for engaging
parents in their children’s education.
We are looking forward to providing increased support
to school sites and local districts, including staff and
parents, to implement parent engagement best prac-
tices. Actions that are needed to reach a broader seg-
ment of parents have been identified by gathering
input last year from parents, staff, and community
partners throughout the District. Based on the input
received, focus areas have been identified for this year,

and the first priority is to provide the tools and training
to ensure that each of our schools creates a customer-
service-driven, warm and welcoming environment and
collaborative relationships with parents and community.

In addition, we will be providing to schools the
resources they need to provide learning opportunities
that will enable parents to navigate the educational sys-
tem and better support their children’s learning. Finally,
the District is working on an accountability system that
will include measuring the progress of schools in
increasing parental involvement. These are just a few of
the highlights of the activities that have been planned
for this year. We look forward to the exciting year
ahead and welcome any suggestions from our parent
and community partners that will support our work!

California’s Budget Crisis:
How It Affects Our Schools

What’s Protected for 2008-2009

• No teacher layoffs

• No increases in class size

• Funding for Los Angeles School

Police

• Funding for small learning

communities

What’s Lost for 2008-2009

• No staff pay raises or cost of living

adjustments

• 680 positions cut mainly at LAUSD

Central Offices

• No more new math and science

textbook adoptions

• Staff furloughs of up to four days

For more information, go to:
www.lastudentscount.org.

“If the legislature does not put money back into
funding for public education, we will be forced to make
significant increases in class size and consider layoffs at
schools in 2009-2010.” emphasized Ms. Reilly. “State
lawmakers must resolve this crisis with more funding.”



a parent must sign a consent form in order to enroll.
Counselors like Alpert applaud the benefits.

Students get experience doing college work because the
instructors treat the material as they do in a college
classroom. “It also provides a stronger academic record
for college admission anywhere,” says Lawrence
Bradford, Dean of Academic Affairs at LACC. “It
shows you can handle college work.” Community col-
lege courses taught at high schools are transferable to
UC and Cal State Universities.

Outreach to parents is important because “these col-
lege classes offer economic and academic advantages,”
says Pierce College’s Outreach Coordinator Dennis
Thompson. For more information, contact a high
school counselor or call your local community college
admissions office and ask for “high school outreach.”
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In a growing partnership between
Los Angeles Unified School District
and Los Angeles Community College
District (LACCD), nearly ten
thousand high school students are
taking college courses without
leaving their secondary school
campuses. Dozens of instructors from the nine
community colleges are teaching their classes at most
LAUSD high schools. From San Fernando to Fremont
to San Pedro High Schools, teens are studying a wide
range of college-level subjects earning college and high
school credits for successful work. “Psychology and
Sociology tend to fill up first on our campus,” explains
Dale Alpert, counselor at Granada Hills Charter High
School. “Pierce College is offering nine courses here
this semester.”

At West LA Community College, Outreach
Director Angel Viramontes says, “My dream is for stu-
dents to go not from K–12, but from K–college.” That
opportunity is growing. “Teens can take one forensics
class or a number of courses that will enable them to
earn an Associate Arts degree and a high school diplo-
ma at the same time,” says Adrianna Barrera, LACCD’s
Deputy Chancellor. The college classes are free of
charge to the high school students and usually held
after regular school hours. A high school counselor and

Kindergarten–12
Could Be K–College

Making sure that children have a
successful school year includes pro-
tecting their health. This year that task
includes a new health recommendation to safeguard all
kids from flu, a sometimes serious but preventable dis-
ease. Physicians and health experts now urge that all
children 6 months through 18 years of age be vacci-
nated against the flu every year.

School nurses across Los Angeles Unified School
District are recommending flu vaccine for all ages.
“Vaccination of children and their family members is
the best way to prevent the flu,” says Barbara
Woodard-Cox, LAUSD’s Communicable Diseases
Team Manager. “It also protects others at home who
may be at greater risk such as the elderly.”

The flu vaccine is safe, effective, and does not
cause the flu. “The best time to get a vaccination is in
October,” advises Margaret Robin Goldberg of the
Communicable Diseases Team. “But you can get the
protection any time throughout the flu season which
ends in the spring.” The Medical Director of LA
County Department of Public Health adds a word of
advice to parents of young children. “Children under 9
years of age who are being vaccinated against the flu
for the first time need two separate doses, at least four
weeks apart. They should receive their first flu shots as
soon as possible,” says Dr. Nelson El Amin, “although
it’s never too late to be vaccinated.”

Free or low-cost flu vaccinations are available at all
18 LAUSD school clinics. That list is available at
www.lausd.net, click on Families. You can also contact
your local school or call the Los Angeles County refer-
ral line at 211.

Flu Vaccinations:
Protection for

Everyone

It’s the first day of college-level Sociology I class for Granada Hills Charter High School students
taught by Pierce College instructor Arman Mgeryn on the high school campus.

“Teens can earn an
Associate Arts degree and a
high school diploma at the

same time.”

Adrianna Barrera
Deputy Chancellor

West LA Community College



audience. “Each School Site Council is crucial to the
success of that shift.”

Every SSC contains an equal number of parents and
of staff. The minimum size of an SSC is ten, with five
parents and five staff members (defined as teachers, the
principal, and other staff members). A parent is defined
as a parent or guardian of a student at that school who is
not a paid employee on that campus. Members are elect-
ed by their constituencies except the principal who is a
required, voting member.

Sylvia Jenkins, a parent at Barrett Elementary
School, attended the first training. “Training is the back-
bone for us to work with our children. We can’t let
teachers do it alone. We must know how to guide their
education.”

Every LAUSD school will receive a CD containing
the SSC information and resources for conducting suc-
cessful meetings. Ask your principal.

five new schools and launched several initiatives to help
transform the District, provide our students with a high-
quality education and boost student achievement at our
schools for years to come.

You are important teaching partners in the educa-
tion of our children. Thank you for your continuous
support. I am committed to providing a safe and nurtur-
ing environment for all students to learn and achieve,
and look forward to meeting more of you during my vis-
its to schools.

Here’s to another successful school year.

• Increase access to up-to-date classroom technology
• Create career tech centers

To ensure that Measure Q money is spent consistent
with the purpose of the bond, funds cannot be spent
until they are allocated to a specific project, included in
a Strategic Execution Plan, reviewed by the Citizens’
Bond Oversight Committee and approved by the Board
of Education. The estimated cost to property owners
will be approximately $2.42 per month per $100,000 of
assessed—not market—property value.
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Do You Know What Your School Site Council is Doing?

In an unusual show of collaboration,
parents, teachers, and

administrators are training together
to sharpen their skills at the work of
sharing the governance of LAUSD
schools. Members of School Site
Councils (SSC) from every school in
the district will have participated, by
the end of the year, in a workshop
on the rules and responsibilities of
their decision-making group. Nearly
3000 parents will join an equal
number of educators to learn how to
develop plans for their schools that

Message, from page 1

Measure Q, from page 1

will foster student achievement,
school improvement, and wise use of
school funds.

The first-ever collaboration brings together parents’
District Advisory Committee (DAC) and the District
English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) with
United Teachers of Los Angeles (UTLA) and the
Associated Administrators of LA (AALA). “Parents asked
for partnerships. And now we have it. This is very
important,” said Zella Knight, Chair of the DAC.

The first training was held in September for middle
and high schools. “We are about a different way of
doing business, shifting more authority to the local
school,” Superintendent David L. Brewer, III, told the

Emphasizing their collaborative work, trainings
are being held district-wide that bring together
parents, teachers, and school administrators to
learn the rules and responsibilities of school site
councils. The team pictured here is from Manual
Arts High School.

Where Expo Center, 3960 S. Menlo Avenue,
Los Angeles

When Saturday October 18, 2008
10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Contact
City of Los Angeles Dept. of
Recreation & Parks
888-572-2757 or www.laparks.com

Where Sixth Street Bridge between
downtown LA and East LA

When Saturday & Sunday November 1st and
2nd, 2008 10;00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Contact
Arte Calidad Cutural Institute
323-226-1646
www.festivaldelagente.com

Family Fun for Free
Dia de los Muertos

The nation’s largest Dia de la Muertos (Day of the
Dead) celebration will feature Hispanic artists and enter-
tainers on the streets of LA. Live music, art exhibits,
theater, storytelling, arts & crafts demonstrations, and
traditional Latin American cuisine. Special areas will be
dedicated to health and education with interactive activi-
ties for children and their families.

Kids Day LA
A family festival dedicated to the children of LA

that mixes attractions with practical advice and
resources for parents and other caregivers. There will be
sports clinics, entertainment featuring children, arts &
crafts, a wall-climbing apparatus, and food booths.



• Coffee and Tea Time for Parents: principals are
hosting regular monthly get-togethers at which
parents can ask questions and discuss issues that are
important to them. At one elementary school,
what began as Tea Time for a few parents and the
principal has grown into a supper for several dozen
each month.

• Dad’s Day: Fathers, almost one-half of the parent
population, have not been encouraged to partici-
pate in their children’s education as mothers are.
Yet studies show that when fathers are actively
involved, their child’s academic skills improve.
Schools, like Washington Prep High School, have
Dad’s Day, when fathers are invited to bring their
kids to school, receive strategies on how to help
student learning at home, meet informally with
school staff, and are honored for their participa-
tion. In September, over 600 Dads participated in
Dads Day in Local District 8 schools.

• Who’s Who: parents can feel more welcome if they
are certain about the people who teach and care for
their children during the school day. Some schools
are preparing cards that include their child’s
teacher’s name, the principal’s name, the coun-
selor’s name, and when necessary the number of
the school bus he or she takes.

• Parent Education: in partnership with LAUSD’s
Division of Adult & Career Education, classes are
offered—and in some schools required—that train
parents how to help students transition of one edu-
cation level to another. The courses are provided
for their kids moving up into kindergarten, into
middle school, and into high school.

tral, local district, and school staffs, including
administrators and teachers, is currently being
planned with workshops beginning in late fall.

• Better Signs and Directions: schools are creating
campus maps and posters so that visitors can easily
find the location they want. (A parent bringing
medicine to school for her daughter didn’t know
where the nurse’s office was and couldn’t find any-
one who could direct her.) At West Athens
Elementary School, paw prints have been painted
on the floor that lead from the front door to the
parent center and other offices.
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“Effective change,” not a quick
fix, is how LAUSD officials

describe the District’s Action Plan
for this new school year 2008-2009.
A major focus of that plan is the improvement of
parent/community services and communication, and
Senior Deputy Superintendent Ramon Cortines has
ordered that change and responsibility for that reform
must be shifted to the local schools. “The most
important and significant interaction with parents
occurs at the local school level,” said Mr. Cortines, as
he ordered that all schools make certain that they have
a “welcoming environment for parents and community
members.” It was not a suggestion; it is a directive.

Work on these changes has begun at campuses
across the District. School staffs and administrators
with the advice of parents are designing plans to
improve how parents are greeted, treated, heard,
advised, and informed at their schools. What follows is
a sample of strategies to create the receptive, welcom-
ing environment that parents deserve at the school
their children attend.

• Quality Customer Service Training: workshops
are being held for office managers, school secre-
taries, and assistants to provide instruction on how
to greet the ‘customer’ who comes into the office.
A welcome can be as easy as smiles, eye contact,
and quick response. Additional training for all cen-

Enlarge the Welcome Mat At Your School

“Parents won’t forget how we make them feel,” declared Gay Havard, Local District 3 Director, as she
led a workshop for school office staff designed to emphasize the importance of good customer

service to parents. “Meet ‘em with a smile and listen,” she advised. “We are all here for the children.”

At Noble Elementary School, parents meet
monthly for a Coffee Hour with Principal

Cara Schneider.
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6
Spotlight on
Parent Involvement

Wanda Hardy volunteered at
186th Street School because of the
new way her daughter was talking.
“Her vocabulary changed. She’d say ‘Let’s
be kind,” or tell friends “That’s not very
peaceful.’ I wanted to know where that
came from.”

It came from Peace Games, a national
program in place at her school, Norwood
Elementary, and Bradley Environmental
Science Magnet Schools. Peace Games
empowers children to create their own
safe classroom and community. The pro-
gram (www.peacegames.org) teaches chil-
dren to interact peacefully with others, to
resolve conflicts with words, to play
cooperatively, and to build relationships.
Volunteers like Wanda are trained to
bring a lesson in harmony into each class
weekly. “The kids learn strategies and
vocabulary to be peacemakers not peace
breakers,” she says. “They can deal with
bullies and angry students.” Parent volun-
teers are important to the program, both
as presenters in the classroom and at
home. “Wanda Hardy reports changes at
home, too. “We deal with each other
much better. We’re all peacemakers now.”

Peace Games has a measurable effect
on campus. “Few referrals, fewer suspen-
sions, and our API soared to 813,” says
186th St. Principal Marcia Reed. “Our stu-
dents are nicer to each other; they walk
like champions and act like champions to
become champions of learning. Our stu-
dents are soaring academically through
the power of being problem solvers, not
the problems.”

The Olympics in Beijing drew a
lot of attention this summer. For
many parents, the best Olympic event
took place at Ranchito Avenue School in
Panorama City where hundreds of stu-
dents competed in relays, basketball
competition, jump rope contests, and
much more. It was Ranchito’s Junior
Olympics, an annual event designed to
encourage and reward children for physi-
cal fitness and good health. Besides their
important roles as cheerleaders, school
parents also volunteered to be timekeep-
ers, snack servers, and tee shirt distribu-
tors, and even competed with teachers in
a relay. A surprise race between parent
Jose Martinez and Principal Alan O’Hara
brought cheers from the crowd.

The highlight of the event was the
Awards Ceremony where young winners
received medals from former Olympic
gold medalist Rafer Johnson, who urged
children and parents to continue to stay
fit and healthy. The Olympics were creat-
ed by teacher Jake Brescher, and with the
support of parents and staff, continues to
help fight childhood obesity and diabetes
among students. Plus everyone has a
great time!

The Parent Center at Roosevelt
High School has always been a busy
place—and a listening place. “Our
parents tell us what they want and what
they need,” explains Ariceli Gomez, the
parent resource specialist at the Center.
“In these economic times, we can help
parents gain skills that qualify them for
new jobs,” The daily computer classes and
a jewelry-making class are examples of
that. The technology class begins when
the laptop cart arrives with the computers
and the instructor starts the lesson. “This
workshop is good for parent involvement,
too,” says Gustavo Reynoso, Roosevelt’s
Title I Coordinator. “Our parents learn
how to be more connected to the school
and more involved in their children’s aca-
demic work. They can email questions and
comments directly to teachers.”

The jewelry-making class began when a
non-profit organization provided an instruc-
tor, who had worked at the world-famous
jeweler Tiffany & Company, to teach the
basics to Roosevelt parents. The class has
continued even though the initial grant
ended. For some, the focus is growing into
a business class as they learn new comput-
er skills to build a web site from which to
sell their original jewelry designs.


