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In this time of
uncertainty, I want

you all to know
that LAUSD’s
mission remains
clear: we are
teaching our

students to be strong readers,
writers, thinkers, and speakers at
every grade level. The 100-Day
Work Plan we released last month
highlights the five areas of
immediate importance as we work
together to improve our District :

1. Achieve consistently high quality of
teaching and learning for all students

2. Streamline the District
3. Provide safe, modern, and orderly
schools

4. Accountability
5. Transparency and input

We look forward to working with all of our
parent and community partners in improving the
educational experience for all students. Our chil-
dren will enter a world where they will need
high-level skills to succeed in a technologically-
advanced economy and workplace. We are work-
ing to help every student prepare for this chal-
lenge every single day.

Together we will succeed.

Thank you,
Ramon C. Cortines
LAUSD Superintendent of Schools

Message from
Ramon C. Cortines
Superintendent of Schools

“Yes We Can…Educate All
Children Equitably”

Annual Parent Summit Set for April 25th

13th Annual

April 25, 2009
See page 5

Parent
Summit
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LAUSD Parents: Save This Important Date!
13th Annual Parent Summit, Saturday, April 25, 2009, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Make plans now to attend. See Registration Form, page 5.

Please See REPORT CARD, page 4

Aday of parent education,
conversations with LAUSD

officials, and student performances
highlight the largest parent
conference of the year. Join
thousands of other parents and
community members to learn new
ways to be an effective partner in
your child’s education and
development. Remember the Parent
Summit is planned by parents for
parents.

More than 30 different workshops will pro-
vide parent education led by experts on topics
including Drop-Out Prevention, the Process of

English Learners, College-Bound Dreams, and
Closing the Achievement Gap.

A dialogue with School Board Members is
scheduled for your questions and their answers
about education now and in the future.

InfoTech, the annual LAUSD exhibition of
student technology includes demonstrations of
cutting-edge computer skills and the latest
instructional technology

Student Performances will be offered
throughout the day. Continental breakfast,
lunch, and transportation from each Local
District will be provided.

Make plans now to attend the 13th Annual
Parent Summit on April 25, 2009.

The New Report Card for Parents

By now, most parents in the Los
Angeles Unified School

District have received the new
school report cards that provide
specific information about the per-
formance of their children’s school.
The 630,000 cards were mailed out in January, a
major step toward giving parents student per-
formance numbers (state test scores, attendance
figures, graduation rates, etc.) and important
contextual information (how satisfied parents
are, how welcoming the school is, etc.) to help
them determine how well the school is serving its
students.

One of the purposes of the new School
Report Card is to help parents and teachers have

meaningful conversations about instruction. The
cards – published in nine languages – make
school performance transparent. For example,
the progress of English language learners is
recorded on them, showing parents of those chil-
dren how well teachers are addressing this issue.

“This is a good news story,” says Kathleen
Mooney, a parent of three and Director of Parent
and Teacher Education Programs for Families In
Schools. “Now we have more than just state
standardized test scores. We have real, local
information that can help us make better deci-
sions about our own kids and how to improve
our schools.”



Some schools have begun holding meetings
to explain the cards to parents. The School
Report Card website had more than 20,000 hits
in the first month. And work has started on next
year’s report card. “Parents, students, and staff
will be asked for input in the spring,” says
Samuel Gilstrap, a member of the Report Card
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Message from:
Rita Caldera, Assistant Superintendent, Specially Funded Programs/Parent Community Services
Chris Downing, Administrator, Parent Community Services

In these dif-
ficult economic

times, the involvement of parents is
even more important to the goals
of improving student achievement
and strengthening our schools. The
state has already cut $3.2 billion from California
schools, with more cuts threatened over the next
18 months. Our children need parents to
encourage and support their schoolwork at
home by creating quiet places for homework,
family reading, and projects. Volunteering at
school can assist teachers and staff to continue to
offer necessary services and remind our children
that we believe their education is very impor-
tant. Parents can also have a public impact.

California is already ranked 47th in education in
the nation; that’s nearly at the bottom. With
more cuts, the state could wind up in last place.
The public should speak up.

Because parent involvement is so crucial, we
urge everyone to make plans to attend the Parent
Summit on April 25th. This annual event is a
day full of learning opportunities for parents.
Last year, nearly 5000 attended, motivated by the
excellent seminars, authoritative speakers, and
the chance to meet other parents from all over
the District. Let’s make an even stronger state-
ment this year that, no matter what legislators
think of education, LAUSD parents know that it
is our promise to our children and their future.
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Report Card, from page 1

Dr. Judy Elliott, Chief Academic Officer, spoke to parent and community outreach leaders about the
purpose and use of the new School Report Card.

team. “One of the new questions will be how
well connected each school is to its parents.”

More information about the new school
report cards is available from your school princi-
pal and online at www.lausd.net/reportcard. Also
bound books containing the cards are available in
every school.



meeting offers opportunities to discuss important
district issues with district leaders, hear about
new parent initiatives, and network with parents
from across LAUSD. Everyone is welcome!

Collaborative subcommittees work on specific
topics such as Child Abuse Prevention, Budget,
or the Parent Summit. Those groups also meet
monthly on programs that will build parent
engagement at the local school levels. For a full
list, go to www.lausd.net and click on Families.

These committed parents urge all parents to
participate wherever and whenever they can: at
the District level, in the Local District, at your
local school, and at home. Your children will be
the winners.
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Involved LAUSD Parents Invite You to Join Them

Parents can be involved in their
children’s education in many

ways. They can create regular
learning times at home when
younger children and their parents
can read together or older children
can do homework and discuss it
with parents in a quiet place
reserved for this important task.
Parents also can volunteer at their
local schools, attend parent
education workshops in their parent
centers, and create an open line of
communication between teachers
and themselves.

The parents shown here do all that. Plus, they
volunteer regularly with the Parent Collaborative,
the district-wide organization that promotes
increased student academic achievement by
strengthening local schools and communities to
train, educate, and support parents as partners in
their children’s education. “Volunteering to
improve student achievement for my children
and all students is the most important work I can
do,” says Ruth Bautista, Chair of the
Communication Subcommittee.

The Parent Collaborative, open to all LAUSD
parents and guardians, meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 4:15pm in the
auditorium at 701 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. Each

Communication Sub-Committee. Child Abuse Prevention / Parent Network Training.

Budget Sub-Committee. 2008 Parent Collaborative Executive Board.



Parents and the public have the
right to know the details of any

contract negotiations between
employee unions and the Los
Angeles Unified School District,
according to a recent bulletin sent to
all district schools and administrators.
It’s the law. California Government
Code 3540 requires public access to
the information for the public and
parents.

The proposals exchanged at the bargaining
tables must be presented at a public meeting of
the School Board. The District also must provide
a meeting so that parents and community mem-
bers can comment on the negotiations. In addi-
tion, any member of the public may speak about
contract negotiations at subsequent School Board
meetings, too. Parents can ask their principals to
share information relating to employee contract
negotiations with the school community in a
timely manner.
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Parents Have the
Right to Know

To Reduce Child Sexual Abuse

Its title is “Darkness to Light.” This
nationally known program is

designed to teach parents how to
protect their children and reduce
child sexual abuse. The threat is
significant. National statistics
indicate that one in four girls and
one in six boys will be victims by the
time they are 18 years old. The
abusers are mostly family members
or friends. District officials requested
comprehensive training for parents,
and “Darkness to Light” workshops
have begun.

“It’s meant for parents, not for teachers or
administrators,” explains facilitator Lori Vollandt.
“We are training parents to share this program at
their local schools.” They learn how to diminish
child sexual abuse by always being mindful of
where and with whom your child goes. “The fam-

ily friend who volunteers to help your child with
homework at his house, a friendly clergyman who
invites a child to drop by the church, a relative
who seems really into children, the signals are
there when you know how to look for them,”
explains Ms. Vollandt. “This program is not ther-
apy; parents don’t talk about their experiences. It’s
about learning to be intensely cautious, not para-
noid, but cautious.”

“Darkness to Light” is one piece in the puzzle
of preventing child abuse. “Parents need to know
how to talk about this with each other and espe-
cially with their children and family members,”
adds Ms. Vollandt. She says LAUSD hopes to
build the capacity of its own experts by training as
many people at possible at Parent Centers, PTA
workshops, and campus meetings.

For information about bringing “Darkness to
Light” training to your school, please call Lori
Vollandt at 818-398-6946.

Where
Ventura Blvd – between Van Nuys

Blvd. and Kester – Sherman Oaks

When Sunday, April 19, 2009

Contact
818-771-5667

www.villageatshermanoaks.com

Cost FREE

Where
El Pueblo Historical Monument,

125 Paseo de la Plaza, Los Angeles

When Saturday, April 4, 2009
10 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Contact
323-264-2700 xt 203
www.ufwfoundation.org/events/walk.
html

Cost FREE

11th Annual
Cesar E. Chavez Day Festival

This festival is the largest community celebra-
tion in honor of Chavez’s life of service. The event
includes a walk, community education, and enter-
tainment for the whole family to educate,
empower, and serve the community.

Family Fun
For Free

The Village at Sherman Oaks presents a fun-
filled day for the entire family. Vendors will show-
case their many handmade creations, live enter-
tainment on two stages, international food pavil-
ion, rides, games, and a petting zoo.

Sherman Oaks 9th Annual Spring Festival

Parents across the District are becoming trainers of trainers as they learn how to share this child abuse
prevention program at local schools.



Attention All Parents
13th Annual Parent Summit

Los Angeles Convention Center
1201 South Flower Street
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Saturday April 25, 2009
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

• This conference is open to all parents and guardians of LAUSD students.
• Transportation will be provided by each Local District.

• There is no cost to attend this conference.
• Translation will be provided.

Complete the tear-off below and mail in an envelope to:
Parent Community Services Branch
Parent Summit Registration
701 W. Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, Suite 101
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Complete the tear-off below and take it to the main office at
your child’s school

Fax this complete page to PCSB: 213-626-4644

How To Register

13th Annual Parent Summit REGISTRATION

� I am a parent or guardian of an LAUSD
student.

How many adults will attend?

� Please check
NAME
LAST

FIRST

ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL

FAX

Los Angeles Convention Center April 25 2009

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
�

• InfoTech–LAUSD’s annual showcase of technology open to all Parent Summit attendees will offer
student demonstrations of cutting-edge computer skills and the latest instructional technology.

OR

“Yes We Can … Educate All Children Equitably!”

Parent Education Opportunities led by experts on topics including:
• Self-esteem and Child Development • Special Education• Nutrition and Wellness

• School Safety • Parent Leadership • Early Childhood Education

A Conversation with School Board Members
Your questions and their answers about education now and in the future.



Stephen White Middle School has
a monthly honor roll that features a
different group of high achievers.
These hard workers are headquartered in the
Parent Center in Room 22 on campus. Those
honored are the dozens of parents who volunteer
regularly throughout the school. “The Knightly
News, the school’s web newsletter, features the
names of the parents who make difference to our
students and school by giving their time and tal-
ent,” says Maggie Houston, the Parent Center
Director. “All our parents can see who among
them are making a difference here.”

The school newsletter also promotes the con-
ferences, meetings, and workshops available to
parents. White Middle School encourages parent
education and offers an average of eight different
opportunities in a month. “They range from a
Back in Control workshop to help with parent-
teen relationships to upcoming Title I
Conferences,” Ms. Houston continues. “There’s
always something valuable for parents. Informed
parents make good schools great.”

Serious wildfires blazed out of
control in the northern section of
the San Fernando Valley, closing
down parts of local freeways. But
that didn’t prevent nearly 800 par-
ents in Local District #1 from
attending their annual Parent
Conference in November. “It was a good
opportunity to obtain information on a local
level about situations that are relevant to us,”
explains Randi Theodosopoulos, a parent of four
children in three different schools. She serves at
Chair of LD #1’s Parent Community Advisory
Council. Keynote speaker Dr. Mary Bacon spoke
about how culture affects children and parenting.
She told the audience, “You may not be at school
all the time, but you must be supportive of your
children’s education all the time.” Board mem-
bers Tamar Galatzan and Julie Korenstein attend-
ed the Conference. “We had the opportunity to
talk to them one on one which parents don’t
usually have,” said Ms. Theodosopoulos.

It’s called 9-GAP. That stands for
Ninth Grade Academy Parents
School, a new parent education pro-
gram at Monroe High School. “Why
should we pay an outside group when we can
design a program based on what our own parents
want,” explains Monroe Principal Jose Ayala. “So
we have created our own parent education pro-
gram, and it’s working.”

The Monroe plan for 9-GAP began with an
assessment by parents, teachers, and administra-
tors. The survey revealed the greatest need was
for a course for parents of ninth graders. “As
newcomers to high school, students and their
parents must feel connected and understand how
important parents as partners in education are,”
says Leticia Barba, Monroe Youth Policy Institute
Coordinator. Counselors, teachers, and adminis-
trators were recruited to explain to parents about
academic programs, social services, college coun-
seling, how to access grades and teachers and
much more.

Starting the program took a lot of work. Ms.
Barba lost count calling 9th grade Monroe fami-
lies. “Fliers were mailed out. Informational meet-
ings were held. And we phoned,” she says. “The
result was better than we hoped for.”

The previous parent workshops drew about
30 parents. More than 200 Monroe parents
attended last fall’s 9-GAP classes. “Our parents
realize that it’s their school. They feel welcome
and better prepared,” adds Mr. Ayala. That’s the
Monroe partnership.
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LAUSD
Parent Community
Services Branch

701 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue
Los Angeles, 90012

6
Spotlight on Parent Involvement

Hundreds of parents from Local
District #3 attended a Town Hall
Meeting at Webster Middle School
one evening in November. This gather-
ing, the first of its kind in LD#3, provided fami-
lies with the opportunity to learn about how their
local district is organized and provided families
with the opportunity to ask questions of district
officials. In addition, various departments set up

tables to provide more face-to-face time for par-
ents and experts on subjects including special
education, facilities, English Learners, and mag-
net schools. “We wanted to have a local event so
that parents in neighborhood schools could get
answers close to home,” said Bill Ring, an LD#3
parent and parent leader. “The Town Hall met
that goal. We hope to have another one soon.”


