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Sacramento
Appropriations committees to consider a number of education bills

T
he Senate Appropriations Committee
will meet on August 16 to consider a
number of bills, of which the

following are highlighted:

Assembly Bill 821 (Committee on Public
Employees Retirement), as amended
June 14, 1999 – Retirement benefits

This bill would enable State Teachers’
Retirement System members and Public
Employees’ Retirement System school
members retiring after January 1, 2000, to use
their highest 12 consecutive months’ salary,
rather than an average of the three highest
consecutive years, to determine their final
compensation.  

Assembly Bill 1197 (Firebaugh), as
amended July 12, 1999 – Residency
requirements for postsecondary education

This bill would require that an immigrant
precluded from establishing California

residency because of federal law, who has
attended high school in California and who
attends a state college or university within one
year of high school graduation, be exempted
from paying nonresident tuition at the
California Community Colleges or the
California State University, if the person has
filed a petition or application for lawful
immigration status.

Assembly Bill 1363 (Davis), as amended
July 7, 1999 – School health centers

This bill would create standards and
guidelines for services and staff at school
health centers.

***

The Senate Appropriations Committee will
meet on August 16 to consider a number of
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Senate Bill 195 (Baca), as amended July 2,
1999 – School safety plans

This bill would require that schools
established after January 1, 2000, develop a
school safety plan.  It would also require that a
school’s safety plan to identify the strategies
the school as adopted to increase safety, such
as requiring a dress code, establishing a hotline
for students, or requiring character education in
the curriculum.                          

Senate Bill 410 (Escutia), as amended
April 28, 1999 – Supplemental instruction

This bill would eliminate current limits on
the number of pupil hours of summer school,

after-school, and Saturday school that school
districts may claim for students in grades 2-6
who are retained or at risk of being retained.  

Senate Bill 1260 (Hayden), as amended
June 23, 1999 – Subpoena power for district
auditor

This bill would give subpoena powers to
the Los Angeles Unified School District’s
Director of Internal Audit and Special
Investigations.  Specifically, the bill would
enable the director to subpoena witnesses,
administer oaths, take testimony, and compel
the production of documents.

Bill to allow block granting of categorical program funding
moves through legislature

A
ssembly Bill 615 (Runner), as
amended on July 8, 1999, would
create a pilot program for 100

school districts that would allow the districts to
expend certain specified categorical funding
within three blocks or “clusters.”  The program
would be open to the first 100 school districts
that apply to the State Board of Education. 

The bill would block grant a number of
categorical programs into “clusters:” the Staff
Development and School Improvement Cluster,
the Alternative and Compensatory Education
Cluster, and the District Improvement Cluster.
The Staff Development and School
Improvement Cluster would include such
programs as the Bilingual Teacher Training
and Assistance program, the School
Site Staff Development program, and the
School Improvement Program.   The

Alternative and Compensatory Education
Cluster would include such programs as the
Indian Education Centers, dropout prevention
programs, Economic Impact Aid, and Gifted
and Talented Education.  And the District
Improvement Cluster would include court-
ordered and voluntary desegregation
reimbursement and year-round school incentive
funding.  A number of programs would not be
included in the clusters, such as Special
Education, Adult Education, Regional
Occupational Centers and Programs, and the
new categorical programs established by the
governor this year. 

The bill passed the Senate Education
Committee by a vote of 9 to 1. The bill may be
assigned to the Senate Appropriations
Committee or to the Senate Floor. 



Page 3 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE August 13, 1999

Legislature to reconvene on August 16

T
he state legislature will reconvene on
August 16 following its summer
recess.  The remaining deadlines for

bills that can be acted upon by the governor in
1999 are as follows:

August 27 Last day for fiscal committees
to meet and pass bills

September 10 Last day for each house to
pass bills

Interim Study recess begins
October 10 Last day for governor to sign

bills

The legislature will reconvene on January 3,
2000 for the second half of the 1999-2000
legislative session.

Other dates of interest include:
• School Environmental Conference

Committee will meet on August 17;
• Education Master Plan Committee will

meet on August 24;
• Assembly Select Committee on Low-

Performing Schools will meet on
September 23, October 25, November 17,
and December 8.

State Education Master Plan
Committee is formed

L
egislation enacted this year calls for
the creation of a joint legislative
committee to develop a master plan

for education.  The Education Master Plan
Committee will review K-12 governance,
programs, and funding as well as higher
education issues.  Meetings of the committee
will begin this month. 

The 18 members of the Education Master
Plan Committee have been appointed and
include the following:

Senators Alpert (D-San Diego),
Alarcon (D-Van Nuys), 
Karnette (D-Long Beach), 
McPherson (R-Monterey), 
Murray (D-Los Angeles, 
O’Connell (D-Santa Barbara), 
Poochigian (R-Fresno), 
Rainey (R-Walnut Creek),
Vasconcellos (D-San Jose) and

Assembly Members Lempert (D-Palo Alto), 
Mazzoni (D-Novato), 
Cunneen (R-Cupertino), 
Runner (R-Lancaster), 
Scott (D-Pasadena), 
Strom-Martin (D-Duncan Mills),
Reyes (D-Fresno), 
Florez (D-Bakersfield), and 
Romero (D-Los Angeles).  

Senator Alpert will chair the committee and
Assembly Members Lempert and Mazzoni will
serve as co-chairs.

The initial meeting is scheduled for
August 24.
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Assembly forms Select Committee on Low-Performing Schools

A
ssembly Speaker Antonio
Villaraigosa recently announced the
creation of a Select Committee on

Low-Performing Schools.  The committee will
be chaired by Assembly Member Steinberg (D-
Sacramento) and co-chaired by Assembly
Member Audie Bock (Green Party - Oakland).
The committee will hold a series of hearings,
including one in Los Angeles, on
September 23, and on October 25,
November 17, and December 8.

While the hearings will address a variety of
issues facing low-performing schools, the
committee will likely focus on the provisions

of Assembly Bill 961.  This bill would have
created the Challenged-Schools Attraction and
Retention Program to provide funding to
schools that meet certain criteria for low
student performance and that meet designated
requirements, such as providing students with
certificated teachers, clean schools, and
instructional materials.  Schools could use the
funds for incentives, such as year-round
teaching positions, that would recruit and retain
fully qualified teachers.        

After it was held in the Senate Education
Committee, Assembly Bill 961 was made a
two-year bill.

Washington, D.C.
Federal government announces recipients of GEAR UP grants

T
he Clinton administration recently
announced the recipients of the Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for

Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) grant
awards.  The grants were created to promote
awareness of college as early as 7th grade and
to assist disadvantaged students in applying for
college and financial aid.  Forty-two million
dollars was awarded to states and $75 million
was awarded to partnership projects that
include colleges, school districts, and business
or community groups.  

The Los Angeles Unified School District
and its five partners received $22 million of
this funding. Over 13,000 District 6th and 7th

grade students will be provided with guidance,

tutoring, and mentoring over the next five
years.

The five partnerships receiving GEAR UP
grants are: California State University Los
Angeles "GEAR UP" Project", Project Grad ,
California State University Northridge STEPS,
Ventures in Pathfinding, and Project Higher
Learning in partnership with Occidental and
Glendale colleges.

LAUSD middle schools funded by GEAR
UP are: Griffith, Irving, Maclay, Olive Vista,
Pacoima, Walter Reed and San Fernando. The
high schools included in the program are Eagle
Rock, Franklin, Garfield, Marshall, North
Hollywood, San Fernando and Sylmar.


