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When we as fam-
ilies have to deal
with difficult eco-
nomic times, we
have to find ways
to make ends
meet. Some of us try
cutting out extras like

going out to restaurants. Sometimes we are
forced to make deeper sacrifices, such as
finding an extra job. But even in the rough-
est of times, there are areas of our family
budget we consider sacred and try hard not
to touch.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has pro-
posed an incredible $4.8 billion in cuts to
K-12 education in California in an attempt
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“I hope you recognize the power
you have,” said U.S Congressman
Xavier Beccera to more than 5000
parents and staff at the 12th Annual
Parent Summit. The audience gathered from
every corner of the Los Angeles Unified School District
for a full day of what Superintendent David L. Brewer
III called “the most comprehensive and informative
educational event of the year for parents.” Held on
April 12th at the Los Angeles Convention Center,
LAUSD’s Parent Summit theme was “Many Cultures,
One Vision.” Workshops, guest speakers, exhibitor pre-
sentations, and networking opportunities aimed at
building parents’ abilities to improve the academic and
developmental achievement of their children. The
District’s annual InfoTech, which showcases the best of
technology in LAUSD classrooms by students and
teachers, shared the Convention Center and was a pop-
ular stop for Summit attendees, too.

Parent Felicia Sutherland attended a workshop
about gifted and talented education. Her 13-year-old

Parent Summit Draws
5000 Stakeholders

son, a student at LACES, has just been identified as
gifted. “They went over all the basics for us,” she said,
adding that she and her husband will be back next
year. The menu of 53 workshops was the largest num-
ber offered in Summit history. They ranged from a
culinary demonstration of healthy food prepared by
LAUSD’s Executive Chef Mark Baida (featuring a gua-
camole that substitutes sweet peas for avocado to
reduce fat and calories - parents liked it) to a conversa-
tion between parents and most of the LA School Board
members.

The LAUSD budget crisis was a significant topic
during the day. Supt. Brewer declared,” We won’t
accept $460 million in budget cuts from our schools.”
Parent Collaborative Chair Mary Johnson urged par-
ents to “Unite our voices: No cuts for LAUSD.” LA
School Board President Monica Garcia said, “We want
to lead the nation in urban reform. We will do that
with your partnership.”

The Children of
Los Angeles are
Non-Negotiable

Go to College in
Middle School
More than 800 middle school stu-

dents will be going to college some-
time this year as part of a unique
experience designed to improve
their academic achievement and
become lifelong learners. The 21st
Century Middle School to College Program
is a partnership between LAUSD and Los
Angeles Trade-Technical College (LATTC)
that began four years ago as an intervention



gual. We all have jobs; there are ways
to find time to come to your kid’s
school. Students see parents at school
and they know education is impor-
tant.”

Isabel also holds an important title:
she was the first ever parent center
director in the San Fernando Valley. “I
had children in school. I wanted to be
involved,” she recalls. “Teachers were
very important in my life.” She began
as a teacher’s assistant as she and her

husband raised eight children. Her youngest graduates
from high school in June.

“In 1990, I was asked to be the director of the first
parent center in the Valley,” Isabel recalls. Eighteen
years later, there are 72 parent centers in the Valley.
Isabel Martinez has been quite a role model. “She has a
passion for the job. She is a firm believer in the power
of parents,” says Charlotte Castagnola, the Director of
Parent Engagement for Local District 2. “When 600
students were identified at San Fernando High School
as academically at risk, Isabel called the families and
invited them to come in. For those who did, she went
over student records and helped parents to make a plan.”
It’s no surprise that Isabel Martinez was honored in April
as a “Woman in Leadership” for Local District #2.
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Congratulations
to everyone who
attended the 12th
Annual Parent
Summit! For parents

who were there for the first time, the dozens of volun-
teers who worked for nearly a year to plan the
Conference, and those presenting and enjoying the
Info-Tech event, it was a stellar experience. The day
was filled with valuable information for parents, dia-
logue between school leaders and stakeholders, excel-
lent speakers, and the wonderful entertainment by
LAUSD students. We’ve had very positive feedback,
and our parents are already at work planning and

incorporating your suggestions to reach thousands
more parents and community members to the Summit
next year.

The challenge of the state budget crisis continues;
the proposed budget cuts threaten the quality of public
education at every level for every student. LAUSD par-
ents have joined with a coalition of stakeholders like
the California PTA to offer solutions to Sacramento
that protect our children. I urge all parents to stay
informed and involved. We must support a higher
quality of education for all students. Nothing less is
acceptable. For more information on what you as par-
ents can do to help avert these devastating cuts, please
go to www.LAStudentsCount.org.

Isabel Martinez
A Parent in Leadership

The Parent Center at San
Fernando High School buzzes most
days. Parents come in and out,
seeking information, attending
workshops, or asking for resources,
often well into the late afternoon.
Ever ready to respond is Isabel Martinez, the Parent
Center Director and driving force to engage parents in
the lives and education of their children. “I tell parents
that they don’t have any excuse these days,” she
explains. “There’s no language problem; everything is
translated and lots of people in our schools are bilin-

On the job for parents at San Fernando High
School, Isabel Martinez (right) chats about an

upcoming parent workshop.
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Update on Year-
Round Schools

More than 540 K-12 schools in
the Los Angeles Unified School
District will use a single-track, two
semester calendar in the 2008-2009
school year. It’s a major step toward
the goal of the District’s new school
construction program, which is to
end all multi-track school calendars
across LAUSD.

When new construction and modernization
work ramped up in 2002, there were 228 schools
on year-round schedules, either three- or four-
track. That number will be reduced to 114 when
the new school year begins in July. “Our $20.3
billion building program has made tremendous
progress for students of LAUSD as we have
today half the number of year-round schools as
we did in 2002,” LAUSD Chief Facilities
Executive Guy Mehula said. “It is our goal that
by 2012, all schools will be operating on a tradi-
tional, two-semester academic calendar.”

A look at elementary schools illustrates the
progress. In 2002-03 school year, 175 grade
schools were on year-round schedules. As of
this year, 94 of them will have returned to a
traditional calendar. This tally does not include
independent charter schools, magnet centers,
and options schools. Perhaps the most signifi-
cant component of the change is the elimina-
tion of 82% of the use of the three-track calen-
dar. The three-track or Concept 6, as it’s been
called, means that students attend class for
163 days of instruction; four-track and tradi-
tional calendars provide 180 instructional days.
Next year, only 33 campuses will be on the
three-track calendar, down from 188 five years
ago. To confirm the 2008-2009 calendar for
your child, call your local school or check
online at www.lausd.net and click on schools.

Parents Make their School Safer

The morning scene in front of
Loren Miller School used to be simi-
lar to many other schools: dozens of
cars double parked or illegally
stopped across the street from the
school with kids jumping out and
jetting around traffic to get to the
campus gate. In 2006 when a child was
hit (his foot was broken) in the drop-off
mess, the Los Angeles Police came to school
and asked for support to change the situa-
tion. “We all wanted to reduce traffic con-
gestion and increase student safety. LAPD
brought a plan,” recalls Rocio Mendez,
Miller’s Title I Coordinator. “Our parents
made the plan work. It’s our Safety
Valet program.”

Parents volunteered to bring safe-
ty to school mornings. They were
trained by police officers to change
the traffic patterns and help students
arrive safely to school. Traffic cones
permit traffic only one way into
campus where the parent volunteer
safety valets open car doors and
make sure children get safely
through the gate. There’s no reason
to double park, speed away, or stop
in the street. The school’s morning
image now says safety. “It wouldn’t

be possible without our trained volunteers
who are here every day, “ Mrs. Mendez says.

Modessa Jeronimo has been one of those
volunteers for two years. “It’s a good use of
my time helping at my daughter’s school,”
she explains She’s out there daily, even
though the LAPD no longer has a visible
presence at the school. “Parents don’t under-
stand how dangerous it is to let their kids
jump out of the car and run across traffic to
school. Some parents appreciate what we do.
Others are rude when we try to redirect
them,” she says. Her reward is that not one
child has been hurt in the two years this par-
ent Safety Valet system has been in place.

Parent Safety Valets escort children from car to campus. Belmont High School will be back on traditional
calendar in September for the first time since

1982.

Traffic cones placed by parents each morning direct traffic into a safer drop-off pattern at Miller
School. LAPD designed the pattern.
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The Parent Collaborative brings

together parents from the Local
Districts and organizations that are
committed to improving public edu-
cation and the health and welfare
of all children in the Los Angeles
Unified School District.

Presentations by District leaders, explanations
about major issues in LAUSD school, parent training,
and the opportunity to make recommendations about
the needs of local schools and suggestions for change
of District policy are some of the activities of the
Parent Collaborative.

All parents and guardians are welcome. Join us.
The Parent Collaborative meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 4:00 at Parent
Community Services Branch, 701 E. Cesar Chavez
Avenue in downtown Los Angeles. For more informa-
tion, call 213-217-5272.

Officers of the 2008 Parent Collaborative

Chairperson Mary Johnson
1st Vice Chairperson Guadalupe Aguilar
2nd Vice Chairperson Juan Godinez
3rd Vice Chairperson Herlinda Donis
Secretary Jeanette Hopp
Asst. Secretary Ruth Bautista
Sergeant at Arms Maria Lopez
Registration Sec’y Ricardo Gastelum
Public Relations Bill Ring
Asst. Public Relations Rosalia Olaya
Parliamentarian Roy Gemser
Historian Francisco Torrero

Parent Leadership

project to help middle schoolers increase
basic academic skills. It’s become that and
much more.

“In 2004, the first students took English,
science, math, or reading on the LATTC
campus on Saturdays or during intersession,”
recalls Regina Boutte, Assistant Principal at
Foshay Learning Center. “Now they take the
academics plus a variety of college enrich-
ment and career prep classes such as robotics
and computer applications.” Foshay was one
of three middle school partners in the pro-
gram at first. Currently 42 LAUSD middle
schools are participating.

The students may be in middle school,
but the classes they take are college courses
on a college campus with college expecta-
tions. “If they don’t do well, they must drop
out. This is a real college experience,” says
Dorothy Smith, LATTC Dean who leads the
Middle School to College Program. “ Last
year we had 1400 kids who took college
grades of A’s and B’s back to their middle
schools.” Students get college credit for satis-
factory work. Some have already earned 15
to 20 college units—and they are just start-
ing high school. “These kids are serious, and
they do the work,” Ms. Smith adds.

Their middle schools see the benefits,

too. API scores in partner schools have
increased by 16 points. Students scoring pro-
ficient or advanced in math and English have
increased by 15%. “And fewer kids are fail-
ing. They want to go to LATTC, so they
keep their grades up to do so,” says Ms.
Boutte. “They are truly college-bound.
Parents are always asking when the next ses-
sion begins.” For more information, call
LATTC 213-763-5507.

to help balance the projected $14.5 billion
deficit in the State Budget for 2008-09. He
and the State Legislature face tough choices
in order to balance this budget. But we can-
not sacrifice our children’s education in order
to balance our state budget.

These proposed cuts amount to a $353
million loss in revenues to LAUSD next
school year. The effect of such cuts for
LAUSD could be horrendous. They threaten
to increase class sizes and reduce per-student
spending. It is the equivalent of:

• Shutting down 22 high schools or
• Closing all LAUSD schools and offices
for 12 days or

• Laying off 5,750 district employees

The proposed $4.8 billion in cuts in edu-
cation funding are unacceptable. All voices
matter. Please go to
www.LAStudentsCount.org to learn more
about what the budget crisis could mean to
our children and what you can do to help.

The Children of Los Angeles are Non-Negotiable
MESSAGE, from page 1

“We cannot sacrifice
our children’s
education in order
to balance our
state budget.”

College, from page 1
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Parent Summit, from page 1
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6
Spotlight on Parent Involvement

The 50th Anniversary for Osceola Street School is an
important milestone. It represents five decades of edu-
cating more than 20,000 children by nearly 2000 teach-
ers, aides, and administrators. One of the original teachers, Harvey
Thomas, is retired, but he comes in twice a week to tutor students. Celebration of
those contributions to Sylmar had to be special, said Osceola parents. “It’s not unusu-
al for our parents to step up,” says Parent Center Director Pat Gonzalez. “Volunteers
are always here helping in classrooms, attending workshops, and supporting school
activities.” However, for this celebration, some parents stepped up in a very different
way. A group of them wanted to honor the school’s history by performing a tradition-
al Folklorico at the Anniversary Fiesta. They recruited a dance teacher, Laura Chavez,
who is also the school’s office technician, and practiced intensely for three months.
“I’ve been dancing since I was in middle school,” says Ms. Chavez. “I told them I’d
teach them, but they had to be committed and willing to learn.” Twice a week,
teacher and parent dancers met for practice. They found authentic costumes and
made colorful flowers. They worked hard. On June 3rd, the performance of the par-
ent Folklorico dancers drew cheers from the Festival audience. It was Osceola’s
Dancing with the Stars, a special gift from parents to their school.

Nearly every
student at Calahan
Street School
sprinted for the
school recently, and
the results will help

them stay in great shape in the future. The 8th
Annual Jog-A-Thon drew more than 500 children, dozens of parents, and
cheering teachers to the PE field in late April to raise money for new
physical education equipment and programs. “The kids raised more than

$7000,” reported Kathleen Marquez, a
Calahan teacher who organized the event

along with a dedicated team of
teachers and staff. Parent
participation played a key role in
the success of the Jog-A-Thon.
Many ran with their kids; two
tracks were busy for four hours as
adults and students who were

sponsored by hundreds of supporters
jogged for twenty minutes each. Parents also staffed

the refreshment booth and the awards station where
runners who completed their laps received medals. One
dad served as Master of Ceremonies for the entire
morning. With their hard work and using their

donated helium machine, a devoted mother and
recently retired Calahan teacher decorated the

perimeter of the tracks with many colorful
baloons. “It was the most successful fundraiser

we’ve ever had,” said Ms. Marquez.




