
Los Angeles Unified School District 
Local District 1 

 

Parent Community Advisory Council 
Conference Room K 

 April 22, 2010 
  

Minutes 
 

    The meeting was called to order at 9:09 a.m. by Randi Theodosopoulos, Chairperson.  

 
 

         Parent Members Present: 
 

 
Alma Padilla (Excused) 
Angel Zobel-Rodriguez 
Connie Lujan  (Excused)   
Colleen Ruane (Excused)  

Dina Javadi  
Irma Sanchez  

Jane McPherson 
Jill Klessig 
Lillian Yee 

Lisa Haberman 
Maria Anguiano 

Randi Theodosopoulos 
Ruth Karkenny 

Robert Cohn 
Seta Margossian  

Suzie Kane (Excused) 
Val Roth 

 
Community Members Present: 
 

 
Aaron Yusem (Excused) 

Kenn Phillips  
Sheri Osborne 

Obie Slamon (Excused) 
 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 

Kelly Rogers  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Jean Brown gave her superintendent’s update:    

 
a. Ms. Brown updated the committee on the budget situation.  The negotiations with 

the various bargaining units have been completed.  Staff will be taking 5 furlough 
days this year and 7 next year.  In the current school year, single track students 
will have May 28 off, as well as what would have been the last four days of the 
school year.  The actual schedule for next year is still being finalized, even though 
it is already published.  As it stands, the school year will start on September 13 for 
students. (September 8th and 10th are furlough days. The first three days of 
Thanksgiving week will be furlough days, so the whole week will be off. Even the 
high schools that are on early start will have those days off.  The school year will 
end for pupils (on the single track) on June 24, with 2 furlough days the following 
week.   

b. As a result of the furlough days, some of the things that were cut can be restored.  
Librarians will be kept in the high schools, but only the high schools.  Elementary 
and middle schools will not have a librarian/library aide, although it is hoped that 
some will buy the time.  It was noted that a school that buys a librarian/aide is 
NOT guaranteed to get the same person they currently have.  One parent brought 



up a concern about parents staffing the library (for free).  Apparently, there might 
be an issue with the union.  We will have to wait and see what happens.   Nurses 
were restored at the elementary level, and restored with some slight reductions at 
the middle and high school levels.  Counselor ratios were restored to close to their 
original, and psychologist time will remain.  AP ratios were restored, and the idea 
to have small schools share principals was eliminated.  Class sizes will remain at 
current levels. 

c. Jean then mentioned the parcel tax initiative that is on the upcoming ballot, and 
asked that all committee members make as many people as possible aware of it.   

d. Proposition 39, the charter school co-location was discussed.  Some schools have 
been offered space, but have not yet committed.  A concern was raised that one 
charter school was introducing religion on campus, or had a particular religious 
slant. This will be evaluated. 

e. Six schools were recognized as Title I achievement schools.  Two schools were 
national Blue Ribbon schools.  These were Hamlin and Danube.  The other four 
Title I achievers were Lemay, Plummer, Stagg and Reseda.  Of note, Lemay was 
one of 13 schools receiving the NCUT award, which is the National Council of 
Urban Transformation.  

f. Yesterday, students from El Camino Real HS were in Omaha preparing for 
competition in the National Academic Decathlon.  

g. The Parent Summit is Saturday.  For those who wish to have transportation, the 
bus leaves from District 1 at 6:45 a.m. 

 
2. Shari Osborne gave the Parent Collaborative update.  There were several visitors to the 

last meeting, including Mr. Cortines and Ms. LaMotte.   One issue that came up was that 
T-Mobile is in a fight with LAUSD, with each side engaging the other in a legal battle.  
T-Mobile placed a cell tower right next to school grounds. 

 
3. Kenn Phillips gave his update.   

a. There is a web site that he will be discussing at the June meeting of the Council of 
Councils.  It will have a “soft launch”, meaning that no advertisement will occur.  
The purpose of the web site is to supply information about jobs, including training 
required, job availability and potential salaries.  

b. Aviation Career Day is tomorrow.   More volunteers are needed.  Next year’s day 
is already being planned.  Last year 2600 students participated, and next year’s 
goal is 5000.   

c. Kenn mentioned the Steve Allen Excellence in Education Award.  
d. El Camino High School is competing in a robotics competition.  
e. Proposition 84 was discussed.  This is the urban parks initiative.  Kenn distributed 

the list of the top 20 candidates, based on surrounding park area and average 
income.  They will only do 5 propositions.  

f. Canoga Park High School is having its 50th anniversary.  It is hoped that Alma 
King, the niece of Rev. Martin Luther King, will come and speak.  There is a wall 
being built out of recycled glass (Kenn passed around a sample).  The glass will 
be inscribed with the words of Dr. King, as well as in recognition of donors to the 
project.  Although the glass is being donated, the steel cage to house it is still 
being negotiated.  

 
4. Pamela Burga from Tamar Galatzan’s office mentioned the need to increase transparency 

in the LADWP. Also, it was noted that LAUSD should not be treated the same way a 
business is, since it can not pass the increase in rates on to the “consumer”, as private 
industry can.  A question was asked about what the schools are doing to decrease 



“vampire” energy drains – energy being used from objects that are plugged in but not on. 
It was suggested that a significant savings could be gained from this.  

 
5. The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 a.m. 
 
6. The next Council of Councils meeting is May 5, 2010 (The two things you need to be an 

effective parent.) 
 

7. The next meeting will be May 27, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Minutes submitted by: 
Jill Klessig, PCAC Secretary 

 
 
 

 


