
Los Angeles Unified School District 
Local District 1 

 

Parent Community Advisory Council 
Conference Room K 
 February 25, 2010 

  

Minutes 
 

    The meeting was called to order at 9:08 a.m. by Randi Theodosopoulos, Chairperson.  

 
Community Members Present: 
 

 
Aaron Yusem 
Kenn Phillips  
Sheri Osborne 

Obie Slamon (Excused) 
 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 

Kelly Rogers  

 

 

 
         Parent Members Present: 

 
 

Alma Padilla  
Angel Zobel-Rodriguez 

Connie Lujan  
Colleen Ruane (Excused)  

Dina Javadi (Excused) 
Irma Sanchez  

Jane McPherson 
Jill Klessig 
Lillian Yee 

Lisa Haberman 
Randi Theodosopoulos 

Robert Cohn 
Seta Margossian (Excused) 

Suzie Kane 
Val Roth 

 
Guest: 

 
Morlene Widawer 

Pomela Burga 

 
 
1. Jean Brown gave her superintendent’s update:    

 
a. Jean discussed the Public School Choice program.   She first reviewed the 

process by which various groups could apply to run schools (either new 
schools, or those designated as consistently underperforming).  First, 
interested groups submitted a letter of intent.  This was followed by a plan 
and then participation in community outreach meetings.   Superintendent 
Cortines reviewed the information, as well as results of advisory voting by 
interested parties.  He then made recommendations to the School Board.  
For the most part, the Board approved the recommendations. Local 
District 1 was the recommended provider for the two schools under 
consideration (ES #6 and ES # 10).  Of note, San Fernando Middle School 
will be divided into three smaller learning academies.  LAUSD will run 2 
of those parts and YPI (Youth Policy Institute) will be the provider for the 
third.  There is another elementary school that will be opening soon in 
Local District 1 (LD1):  (ES #12).   The same process will be followed 
with this school, with the exception that there will be a little extra time for 
the planning stage.  The idea is to make it an “arts emphasis” school. 

b. The boundaries for the new schools have been made, and now LD 1 is 
trying to anticipate numbers.  It is not exact, since 5th grade students will 



not be required to change schools.  Other students wishing to stay at a 
particular school will be considered on a case by case basis. (Example, 
families will not have to been broken up.) 

c. After ES #12 opens up, there will only be one year-round school left in 
LD 1.  This is Panorama City, which will come off of year round once ES 
#13 opens in 2012.  Jean mentioned that they are still trying to arrange a 
bus trip to visit the various new sites. 

d. Ms. Brown then discussed the budget.  There will still be some stimulus 
money remaining next year, but there will be significant cuts.  
Superintendent Cortines will make recommendations to the School Board, 
and then the Board will vote on a budget.   Ms. Brown wanted it clear that 
everything people have heard to this point is just rumor.  Mr. Cortines may 
possibly submit the budget in March.   One thing that is clear is that there 
will continue to be an emphasis on more localized financial decision 
making.  Therefore, Ms. Brown had asked Rudy Ramirez from financial 
(LD1) to attend the meeting.   He stated that in the new budgetary model, 
transparency will be essential.  One goal is to bring together all of the 
various general fund pots, and add flexibility.  Schools should be able to 
plan their budget according to their needs.   Certain positions will be 
automatic – the principal, plant manager, administrative assistant and 
teachers. Anyone outside of that, the school will need to purchase.  It was 
not clear whether schools will have to purchase assistant principals and/or 
nurses.  The “purchases” will be based on actual cost, not the estimated 
cost.  This is the first step towards per pupil budgeting.  There are 
questions that have not yet been answered, such as what will happen to 
small schools, and how non-Title 1 schools will manage.  Ms. Brown 
noted that non-Title 1 schools will be given the equivalent of 1 position 
(an extra $75,000 per school).  Again, none of this is finalized.  
Additionally, the District is in ongoing negotiations with unions.  It was 
clear the budgetary issues are important, and misunderstood by many 
stake holders.  Therefore, the plan is to add “budget” to the Parent 
Summit.  

e. Calendar changes – Ms. Brown mentioned that the school year is not yet 
fixed.  The year may be decreased by 1 week for financial reasons but this 
probably will not happen. (Similarly, it is hoped that K-3 class size will 
not be increased.)  LD 1 is moving forward with what is called the “high 
school track”, which is having interested high schools start on August 16th.  
Letters have been sent out to 17 offices (such as transportation and food 
services) mentioning the plan.  It is hoped that the School Board will 
approve this at next month’s meeting.  The following year some 
elementary schools/middle schools may participate, if they choose to do 
so.  However, it was noted that an August start date probably is not good 
for elementary students, since they spend much time outside, and August 
tends to be the hottest month.   The proposed start date for all other 
schools is September 7th. 

f. Jean then mentioned student recovery day.  Last year we had a student 
recovery day which was very successful.  (Although, it was noted that we 
work to get students back in school every day.) This second general 
student recovery day was held last week at Canoga and Reseda High 
Schools.  Home visits and phone calls were made.  There were more than 
60 students that had dropped out who were reenrolled in some form of 
school.   



g. Parent Summit (March 20) - We are asking schools to have parents sign 
up if they are planning to attend.  This makes it more of a commitment on 
the part of the parent.  However, there is no limit on the number of parents 
that a school can send.  Since it was in the east valley last year, it is being 
held in the west valley (Sutter) this year. Draft fliers were distributed.   

 
2. Shari Osborne gave the Parent Collaborative Report.  Two meetings were recently 

held.  The first was the orientation.  Shari didn’t have details, but will soon.  She 
did note that the meeting went until well after 11 pm.  

  
3. Kenn Philips handed out fliers for Aviation Career Day.  It is targeted at high 

school age students, and hopefully will be larger than last year.  Volunteers are 
needed.  Last year more than 2000 students attended.   Kenn also mentioned that 
Canoga Park’s green area is continuing to take shape.  Students from West Valley 
Occupational Center (WVOC) have been working on the pathway, and Kenn 
shared photos of that, as well as some new lambs that have been born at the 
school.  Kenn also noted that WVOC has changed some of its classes to be more 
environmentally aware.  This means that green classes have been added (ex. solar 
energy) or that classes have changed.  For example, the esthetician class now uses 
ecofriendly products.  A new class has been added in “energy credit”.   Kenn also 
noted that the “Whole Children Whole Planet” will be doing a celebration of the 
40th anniversary of earth day.  

 
4. Pamela Burga spoke on behalf of Tamar Galatzan.  She noted that Tamar would 

like to see some reform measures brought into LD 1.  I-design and international 
baccalaureate were mentioned as example of innovations that are being used 
elsewhere.  She is also trying to change things, such as not requiring schools to 
buy from the warehouse, and decreasing the cost of permits for parent groups.  

 
5. New Business – Shari brought up the concern that charter schools are “dumping” 

students.  Special education students were brought up as a specific example.  
There was much discussion of this, and it was noted that no one seems to be 
holding the charters accountable.   

 
6. The meeting was adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 

 
7. The next meeting will be March 25, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
Minutes submitted by: 
Jill Klessig, PCAC Secretary 

 


