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Minutes 
 

    The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Randi Theodosopoulos, Chairperson.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

   
  

 
         Parent Members Present: 

 
 

Alma Padilla (Excused) 
Angel Zobel-Rodriguez 
Connie Lujan (Excused) 
Colleen Ruane (Excused)  

Dina Javadi 
Irma Sanchez (Excused) 

Jane McPherson 
Jill Klessig 
Lillian Yee 

Lisa Haberman 
Randi Theodosopoulos 

Robert Cohn 
Seta Margossian 

Suzie Kane 
Val Roth 

 
Community Members Present: 
 

 
Aaron Yusem 

Kenn Phillips (Excused) 
Sheri Osborne 

Obie Slamon (Excused) 
 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 

Kelly Rogers  

 
Guest: 

Ring Bill 
Pomela Burga 

 
 

1. Randi mentioned that the last Council of Councils (COC) meeting was very well 
received.  The speaker, Linda Zimmering, gave an excellent presentation on the “Road to 
College”. 

 
2. Jean Brown gave her superintendent’s update:    

 
a. Jean discussed a memo put out by Ray Cortines, Superintendent of LAUSD, with 

the subject “math performance of fifth graders”.   The math performance of fifth 
graders was analyzed, and the results were very concerning. Of the fifth graders 
who tested proficient or better in grade 5, less than 38% were proficient by the 
ninth grade.   The data for Local District 1 (LD1) is better, but still demonstrates 
the same general trend.   Conversations are ongoing as to what to do.  School 
families (high schools and their feeder schools) are meeting to discuss this.   
Historically, the biggest dips occur between 5 and 6th grade and between 8th and 
9th grade.  These are the transition years.  During the past few summers, LD1 had 
a bridge program which was designed to help incoming students develop study 
skills.  There was also one period a day in the program that was devoted to math.  
It is not clear whether funding will be available to continue this program.   

b. Principals have been asked to develop a plan with targeted specific things to do.  
An example is that fifth grade math teachers in the Taft family are meeting with 



the Woodland Hills Academy teachers today, and are looking at each other’s 
curriculum.  There is an expectation that all school families will have something 
implemented between now and the end of the year that will improved 
communication.  

c. Jean then opened up the discussion for input from the PCAC members.  There 
were several general themes that emerged.  Students need specialized instructors 
in math.   There aren’t enough credentialed math teachers, and not all of the 
teachers teach math well.   Teachers should not be allowed to think it is OK to 
have ½ of a class failing, and think that the poor performance is the students' 
fault.   Principals need to use periodic assessment data to evaluate performance 
teacher by teacher.    It was also noted that the new math book/system has serious 
problems.   Parents expressed the concern that it is rigid, and that it demands good 
language skills at a very young age.  Individual learning styles are not valued, and 
the new system has a “one right method” approach.   Parents are not equipped to 
help their children with math, especially with the new program.  They cannot help 
with the homework.  Thus, it was felt that teachers need to cover the concepts 
better in class.   There should be time to start the homework at the end of class, so 
that students can make sure they understand the concepts, and teachers can give 
extra help to those students who need it.   Additionally, there needs to be more 
individualized instruction in middle school, and the instruction needs to be more 
directed at ability/knowledge. Proper placement of students is essential.   Math 
needs to be valued, and students need to be exposed to the importance of math in 
everyday life.  A suggestion was made about making a video that highlights the 
need for math.   Two ideas were that either students or famous people could be 
enlisted to make the video. 

d. Jean then mentioned Prop 39, which is the charter school issue.   Prop 39 states 
that LAUSD has to provide space to charter schools if there is empty space in 
current schools.   On Monday there will be list published that denotes potential 
sites.   Most of them are not in LD1.  At this point, the only LD1 school that is 
being considered is Hale Middle School.  The offer deadline is Feb. 1. 

e. There is no current discussion about closing small schools, although some 
continuation schools may be closed or merged.  

f. As previously discussed, ES #6 and ES #10 will be opening in September.  In 
addition ES #12 (at Sepulveda Middle School) will most likely be opening, which 
is ahead of schedule.  This means that Langdon and Noble ES can go off of year-
round scheduling.  As per the Public School Choice Program, several groups have 
applied to run each of the schools.  LD1 has submitted letters of intent and plans 
to run both.  Community meetings have been held, and each of the applicants 
made a presentation, followed by a question and answer session.  Next, there will 
be an advisory vote.  Anyone can vote, but there will be some differentiation 
according to who is in the catchment area.   The voting will take place next 
Tuesday and Saturday, and will be run by the League of Women Voters.  The 
results will be given to the Superintendent.   Three groups have applied to run 
each of the schools.   For ES #10, it is Magnolia Science Academy, Ivy Academy 
and LD1.  For ES #6, it is LD1, Montague Charter and YPI (Youth Policy 
Institute).   February 23 is the date of recommendation.   

g. The School Report Cards are out, and should be in a format that is simpler to read 
than last year. 

h. LD1 is going to hold its parent summit.  PCAC members were asked to give input 
on priority topics.  They were also asked to volunteer.   The summit will be held 
Saturday March 20 at Sutter Middle School.  It was an interesting note that the 



COC members voted on topics that were of concern to them, and math was a high 
priority.  

i. There was a discussion of the school calendar for the 2010-11 year.   The current 
start date is September 10, although this is not final.  In addition, some schools are 
asking to start early.  Some want to start as early as August 16th.  Jean is saying 
that she will move forward in getting permission for these schools to start early.  
It may not be workable, since students are bused in, and it would cost more 
money because many routes are shared.  Student safety is also an issue. Jean will 
insist that all schools starting early have the same start date.   

 
3. Shari Osborne gave the Parent Collaborative Report.  Orientation will be held on Feb 3, 

and elections will be on the 10th.  Every parent center should have their tool kit. 
  
4. Pamela Burga (Tamar Galatzan’s representative) spoke.  She mentioned that:  

a. There will be more money available from the Microsoft settlement, and schools 
will get application information.   The time schedule is not clear.   

b. There will be a Valley Schools meeting on February 20th, from 9-11.  The agenda 
will include Matt Hill (assistant to the Superintendent) who will discuss how the 
Public School Choice program affects the valley.  The non-title I schools advisory 
group will present.  The third item is a presentation on the special education 
budget.  This should be very interesting. 

c. Pamela mentioned the smart irrigation systems are being installed. PCAC 
members strongly suggested that, from a public relations standpoint, it needs to be 
made clear that the money for the systems comes from bonds, not school 
operating funds. 

 
5. The next COC meeting will be February 3, and will address transitions (to middle school 

and high school.) 
 
6. The meeting was adjourned at 10:55. 

 
 

Minutes submitted by: 
Jill Klessig, PCAC Secretary 

 


