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Minutes 
 

    The meeting was called to order at 9:12 a.m. by Randi Theodosopoulos, Chairperson.  

 
Community Members Present: 
 

 
Aaron Yusem 
Kenn Phillips  
Sheri Osborne 

Obie Slamon (Excused) 
 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 

Kelly Rogers  

 

 
 
 

 
         Parent Members Present: 

 
 

Alma Padilla (Excused) 
Angel Zobel-Rodriguez 

Connie Lujan  
Colleen Ruane (Excused)  

Dina Javadi  
Irma Sanchez  

Jane McPherson 
Jill Klessig 
Lillian Yee 

Lisa Haberman 
Maria Anguiano 

Randi Theodosopoulos 
Robert Cohn 

Seta Margossian  
Suzie Kane (Excused) 

Val Roth 

 
Guest: 

 
Bill Ring 

 
1. A review of the Parent Summit demonstrated that it went very well, and was 

described as successful and enjoyable.  Several PCAC members shared their 
experiences.  The keynote speaker was good, and described as inspiring and 
sincere.   The workshops were well attended and well organized.   Each 
workshop had a facilitator, and if needed, a translator.  All of the facilitators 
were parent volunteers, and at least 45 people participated as volunteers.   
Over 600 parents attended, and Rose will try to get a breakdown of the 
schools that participated.    

 
A discussion was held as to how to increase participation in the summit.   It 
was acknowledge that a big problem is child care.  Ways to provide it were 
discussed, and included Creative Kids (PTA), volunteers from local high 
schools, and the YMCA.   There were issues with liability.   It was also noted 
that past experiences indicated that children might be dropped off for free 
babysitting by parents who were not attending the meeting. It was also noted 



that this year there were more west valley schools represented, but less east 
valley ones.  Last year the opposite was true.  A suggestion was made that two 
summits be held, one on each end of the valley.  Robert also suggested that 
the PTA be used to disseminate information.   Jean Brown’s phone call was 
felt to be a great reminder, but the fliers are essential.  Unfortunately, several 
schools noted that their Xerox budget is already depleted or nearly so. 
 
Several people deserve special thanks.  First to Obie Slamon, who was the 
conference committee chairperson.    She put in an enormous effort, as did 
Donna Smith (community representative), Catalina Urrutia (LDELAC 
Chairperson), Juanita Arrival (LDCEAC Chairperson) and Randi 
Theodosopoulos, PCAC Chairperson.   Thanks to all the parent volunteers. It 
was also noted that Rose Avetisyan’s tireless efforts make the Parent Summit a 
well organized success! 

 
2. Shari Osborne spoke about the most recent Parent Collaborative meeting.  Ray 

Cortines attended, and discussed the budget.  He was adamant about the 
impending cuts, and accountability.   It is unacceptable for schools to remain 
as PI schools year after year.  Mr. Cortines noted that the budget cuts are 
“draconian”, but that there is no other option.  Board Member Monica Garcia 
then spoke, and echoed Mr. Cortines. 

3. Kenn Philips discussed the Aviation Career Day.   He has completely filled 
the spots for booths/displays, and is working on the planes.  He needs more 
volunteers.  The Career Day will be held April 23, at the Van Nuys Airport.  
The following day is the 40th anniversary of Earth Day.  The Economic 
Alliance is working with another group (Whole Child, Whole Planet) to put 
on a celebration.  Last year there were more than 10, 000 people.  

 
Kenn discussed the fact that he needs help with a new project.  Proposition 84 
fund are available to create “urban parks”.  The idea is to use this to create 
additional resources for schools under a shared use idea.  Soccer fields/ 
gymnasiums/other recreational facilities would be built, and would be used by 
the school during the day and the public in off hours.  There are 73 schools, 
and he would like to get 20 projects funding.  Given time constraints, 5 or 10 
is more likely.  The first criteria for eligibility is the acreage of existing parks 
within a ½ mile radius of a school.   Then other factors, such as the average 
income in an area, would come into play.  
 
Kenn is on the board of the Charter Prep School, which is doing well and 
plans to expand.  He noted that they will be adding two special education 
positions. 
 
Kenn will be presenting at the June Council of Councils meeting.  They are 
working on a WEB site to help educated students on career choices.  The 
WEB site will show students details of jobs such as where they are, skills 
needed, pay rate, job supply, etc.  He will discuss this in June. 



 
One of the exciting areas in jobs if the idea of “green” jobs.  There is an 
assembly bill (AB2032) which mandates reductions in green house gases.  
There is an engineer who has developed a “hydrogen inducer”.  This device 
goes to the intake manifold of a car and can increase the mileage significantly.  
An example was given of a car going from 18/20 to 30 miles per gallon.  The 
part is expensive ($1600), and people will need to be trained to install it.    
Another idea is an ozone water producer, which can decrease the incidents of 
food poisoning and sewage leaking into the local bays from septic tanks.  
 

4. Jean Brown gave her update.  Unfortunately, the budget cuts required are 
huge, and there are no options left.   LAUSD has to cut 640 million dollars.  
The cuts have already been approved.  It is hoped that ongoing negotiations 
with the teachers union will save $75 million by cutting 5 days off the school 
year.  The state has said that school districts will not be financially punished 
for doing this.   The bottom line is that class size in K-8 will increase.   K-3 
will go to 29 to 1, and K-8 will each increase by 2.  Counselor and AP norms 
will increase.  The allocation of school nurses will decrease significantly.  For 
example, an elementary school that currently gets a nurse one day per week 
will get ½ day, a middle school might get 1 ½ days, and high schools a little 
more than 2.   
Schools will start submitting budgets as of today.  The process will be 
ongoing for the next 5 weeks.   The idea of per pupil funding is continuing on 
a pilot basis, but is difficult to implement when there is no money.  

 
Some schools mentioned that they still don’t have their allocations.  Jean did 
note that the $75,000 that was mentioned at the last meeting is being given to 
the non-Title I schools.   

 
The school calendar is still not finalized.  The latest is that 15 schools will 
probably be allowed to start early, 10 of which are in LD1.   The early start 
will be implemented more widely next year.  The Board will vote on this the 
first week of April.  The early start date is April 16. 
 
Next, Jean noted that several schools are going through their WASC 
accreditation.  This is done on a 6 year cycle, with small reviews done at the 
third year.  The schools do their own review, and then the WASC committee 
comes in and reviews the information and indicates whether or not it agrees.  
So far the feedback has been positive.   It was noted that parents, students and 
teachers are all involved in the process in a confidential fashion. 
 
As previously noted, LD1 was granted the ability to run new elementary 
schools 6 and 10.   The principal selection is starting.  In addition, it has been 
determined that ES 12 will open in September, and therefore the selection 
process is being done for that school.  The plans are due on Monday.  So far, 



there are three groups interested:  LD1, Ivy Academia, and Youth Policy 
Institute. 

 
There are several audits going on from various sources.  These include an 
audit of Categorical funding; a Title III (English learners); the Department of 
Education; and the Office of Civil Rights.  It must be emphasized that all of 
the audits are routine – we just happened to be selected.  

 
5. New Business: 

a. There was concern expressed about the recommendation that all permits for 
students to leave the District be pulled.  The idea is that the District would 
then recoup this money, which would be up to $ 50 million.  There were 
several concerns about this.   One was that Mr. Cortines allegedly stated that 
parents were leaving LAUSD for racial reasons.  Many parents found this 
offensive, and an emotionally charged issue.   Additionally, concern was 
expressed that this idea would be counter productive.  It was felt that the 
parents would opt to home-school their children, and not just put them back in 
their home school.  It was also felt to be unfair to students who have spent 
many years in other districts, or to families that have students with disparate 
educations. 
 

b. Another concern was expressed about ISIS.  Currently, if a student leaves 
school they are marked as tardy, even though they were on time.  Students 
who have gone on field trips are being marked as either absent or tardy.   
Students have also been marked as absent or tardy when they were actually 
present, but the schools have chosen to rely on the computer information.  
Parents have been asked to “prove” that their child was actually in class.  
Students have been put on “no activity” lists, even though they have not 
actually been absent/tardy.   Jean will discuss this with Erica Torres, the LD 1 
attendance coordinator.  She felt that some of the problems could be handled 
at the school level, but the parents indicated that the problem is broader. 
 

6. The next PCAC meeting will be on April 22 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

7. The meeting was adjourned at 11:04.  
 
 

Minutes submitted by: 
Jill Klessig, PCAC Secretary 

 
 
 


