
Los Angeles Unified School District 
Local District 1 

 

Parent Community Advisory Council 
Conference Room K 

November 5, 2009 
 

Minutes 
 

    The meeting was called to order at 9:08 a.m. by Randi Theodosopoulos, Chairperson.  

 
Parent Members Present: 

 
 

Angel Zobel-Rodriguez 
Connie Lujan 
Irma Sanchez 

Jane McPherson 
Jill Klessig 
Lillian Yee 

Lisa Haberman 
Randi Theodosopoulos 

Robert Cohn 
Ruth Karkenny 

Suzie Kane 
Val Roth 

 
Alma Padilla (Excused) 

Colleen Ruane (Excused) 
Seta Margossian (Excused) 

 
 

Community Members Present: 
 

Aaron Yusem 
Kenn Phillips 
Sheri Osborne  

Obie Slamon (Excused) 
 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 
Kelly Rogers  

Henry Beserra (Excused) 
 

Guest: 
Juanita Arevalo 
Pomela Burga 

Ring Bill 

 
 

 
1. A discussion was held to follow-up yesterday’s COC meeting.   The information 

was considered to be very good, but it was clear that the presenters needed more 
time.   One suggestion was made that the questions should be held until the end.  
However, the point was also made that the number of questions indicated that 
there is a lot of concern, as well as unanswered questions about this subject. The 
members were worried about the fact that misinformation may be out there (on 
the school level) about when a student is eligible to be tested for GATE.   Jean 
mentioned that all of the information is available on the Internet.  However, a 
suggestion was made that perhaps there should be a handout (similar to the IEP 
handout) that is given to parents when their child is identified as possibly gifted.   
It was also mentioned that this topic is always well attended at the parent summit. 
Possibly we will do more at the next parent summit. 

 
2. Jean Brown gave her superintendent’s update.   The fall High School Summit is 

happening today.  There are two of these, one in the fall and one in spring.  The 
spring one has teams of 25 students that get training on what it means to be 
involved in the youth leadership program.  This includes the student mediator 
program.  The spring program is large, with outside speakers.  Jean also noted that 
the student body presidents have monthly meetings.   The program is called the 
Blue Ribbon or H.E.A.R.T. program.  A group of 5 students from each school 
attend the fall program, and help plan out the year. 



 
3. Jean also mentioned that next Monday the RtI2  program is being rolled out.  This 

is the “Response to Instruction and Innovation program, and is a model 
recommended by NCLB. Twenty schools will be involved from the 
Monroe/Panorama complexes.   They will get 5 days of instruction on the model.   
Part of the program is instruction on how to use the “My Data” system.  Teachers 
can print reports on their own classrooms. RtI2 will be used to improve 
instruction, and we need to make sure that all students benefit from instruction.   
RtI2 will tell you what is going on in classrooms, and specifically, what to do with 
data.   RtI2 says to problem solve.  Parent groups from each school will also come 
for training.  This program is supposed to decrease the number of students that 
need special education.   A concern was raised that this program might be using 
money that was earmarked for special education students, and putting it in the 
general fund. Jean said no.   She also mentioned that the rest of the schools will 
receive in-service on this program at their monthly meetings. 

 
4. The discussion of RtI2 led to a discussion of underperforming teachers, and how 

we can hold them accountable.  It was mentioned that there is a task force called 
the Grading Policy Task Force, and another that is the “Teacher Effectiveness 
Task Force”.   The teacher effectiveness group meets today downtown.  Kenn 
mentioned that there is new legislation coming through on teacher quality. 

 
5. Jean also mentioned the public school choice program that she described last 

month.  The process is continuing for the two new elementary schools that are 
opening in LD1.  There are two parent meetings: Panorama City is on the 18th of 
November, and Sutter is the following week.  (The dates may not be completely 
accurate, she will check.)   Since LD1 is applying to run these schools, Jean 
wanted committee members’ input on “what makes a good school”.  The 
following were mentioned 

 
a. Community/family involvement.  This means not just financial support 

from businesses, but actual participation in the school. 
b. Teacher (and staff) must look professional 
c. Cross curricular activities 
d. Technology 
e. Increased emphasis on health and physical education    (?Future families 

program) 
f. A welcoming office staff 

 
6. The budget continues to be a major concern.   We need to cut 400-500 million 

more.  
 
7. Pamela Burga spoke on behalf of Tamar Galatzan. She mentioned that the Valley 

Schools Task Force will meet Saturday November 7th from 9-11 am at the West 
Valley Special Ed Center (next door).  The agenda will include a speaker from the 
state PTA legislative affairs group.   Pamela also mentioned that middle school 
night will be at Sutter MS on November 17. Also, Tamar is sponsoring a 
resolution for City Council member Smith’s creation of an Inspector General over 
the DWP.   LAUSD is the biggest customer of the DWP. 

 
8. Sheri Osborne spoke to give an update on the Parent Collaborative.   We were 

able to get one more representative from LD1, but it is critical that we be 



adequately represented.  She expressed concern that there is racial division in the 
Parent Collaborative committee, and that there needs to be more effort placed in 
doing what is best for the children.   There is computer training going on 
downtown.   The parent center toolkits will be distributed shortly. The application 
deadline for parent center grants is December 11 (they must arrive by that day, 
not be postmarked by that day.)   April 24th will be the parent summit.    

 
9. December 4th is the day the computers stop calculating percentages for Title I, so 

all lunch applications have to be received by then. 
 

 
10. Kenn Philips mentioned that on Friday December 11th at 10:30 a.m. about 25% of 

the Green Garden at Canoga Park HS will be opened.   Starting in September 
there will be educational opportunities for students about green living.  WVOC 
students are working on the rain forest, and eventually there will be 1600 sq. ft. of 
green houses. 

 
11. There is a workshop entitled “Parent in Control”.   It will be held on December 2, 

2009 at Taft (parent center).   The speaker is excellent.   For more information call 
818-702-1270. 

 
12. The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 a.m.     
 
 

Minutes submitted by: 
Jill Klessig, PCAC Secretary 

 


