
Los Angeles Unified School District 7   Parent Community Advisory Council (PCAC) 
10616 S Western Avenue Los Angeles CA 90044  
Conference Rm. A 
December 17th 2009          9am-11am 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 9:05am by Peggy Nash- Jones, Secretary.  
Flag salute done by Peggy Nash -Jones, Secretary. 
Roll Call done by Peggy Nash-Jones.14 members present.   
No quorum was established at the beginning of the meeting. 
Minutes tabled until January 28th 2010 meeting. 
It was established that there were a lot of school performances at the local schools so 
many of the members are absent for today’s meeting. 
 
Dr. McKenna talked about the restructure of Fremont High School. 
He noted the approval of Superintendent Cortines on the concept of reconfiguring 
elementary schools K-6th grade, Middle School grades 7-8 and High School grades 9-12. 
Dr. McKenna’s plan is for classes to be accommodating based on the individual student 
learning and performance levels. 
Over 70% of the school’s students are below basic at Fremont High School. 
 
There was some concern for those teachers teaching 6th grade. There is also dialogue 
regarding whether there will be teacher uniforms required if the schools are a uniform 
required school and what the expectation of professional appearances are. In having to 
reapply for their positions at the school (Fremont) some of the questions and concerns 
may be: 
Are you willing to do supervision? Are you willing to go farther than your job allows? 
 
Dr McKenna stated he would like to enforce a dress code. 
Uniforms tell you what you have to wear. 
Dress Codes tell you what you can wear. 
This will be left up to the principal. 
 
Dr McKenna talked about teachers and their union. There is nothing wrong with having a 
union but it’s not right to use the children to protect the teachers.  Legislature modified 
education codes so that you don’t use students and parents who suffer because of the 
ineffective teachers and employees at the schools.  Documentation must be done on 
ineffective employees. 
 
Questions: 
When there are tragedies at the schools what does LAUSD do to help the students, 
teachers, staff and families? 
A: Dr McKenna said we have a crisis team and went on to explain how they operate. 
Q: Where is LAUSD in regards to non-Spanish speaking students?  Our children are not 
being educated as they should. 
 Q:  What about giving all students the CELDT (CA English Language Development 
Test. Some students have 3 languages and some only have 1.  
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An update on Tools to Observe Classrooms were discussed which led into a presentation 
given by Ms. Rosa Valdes, PHD LAUSD School Report Unit formerly with the Research 
and Planning Unit on Quality of Teaching and Learning Rubric. 
 
Ms. Valdez talked about her expertise of observing classrooms.  Some things to focus on: 
What is the teacher doing?  What are the students doing? Are they reading, engaged 
appear to be thinking , are they in their seats? 
Document what they are saying and what is it they talking to each other about? How do 
students respond to each other? How do students respond to the task?  Are the teachers 
following up?   
Resources: Are the classrooms resources high? 
Q:  How do we know when observing that this is only for show rather that a normal day 
in class? 
A:  It’s better to give notice to teachers that you are coming in to visit the classroom so 
what you do observe is not much or not at all different from a typical day in class.  
The Quality of Teaching and Learning Rubric was reviewed and explanation of what the 
rubric means and how it can be used.   There are 5 areas of the rubric Intellectual 
Challenge Learning Environment, Discourse, Assessment and Lesson Cycle. 
 
There was further dialogue more questions and responses and the PCAC felt this 
information should be given to Dr. McKenna so that all of District 7 is using this rubric.  
It was also recommended that Ms Dr Valdez make this presentation at the Principals’ 
meeting. 
A motion was made by Ms. Virginia Hughes to take this to the Principal’s meeting. Ms. 
Gloria Powell seconded the motion to present the rubric at the Principal’s meeting. 
Ms. Julie Burg President amended the motion that the PCAC members who some of 
which are the Superintendent’s Parent Representatives (SPR) attend that meeting when it 
is presented.  Mr. Reginald Green seconded the amended motion and all in favor. 
 
Announcements: 
Annual Parent Summit on Saturday April 24th 2010 8am-4pm at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center 1201 S. Figueroa St. Los Angeles 90015. 
 
Ms. Julie Burg adjourned the meeting at 11:05am.  Mr. Reginald Green seconded the 
motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Peggy Nash-Jones, Secretary 
Paula Daniels, Parent Community Facilitator LD7 
 
 
 
 
  




